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Alpha Bank celebrates the 200-year anniversary of the Greek Revolution 
with a program of Commemorative Events
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Alpha Bank turns over a new page 

       pril 19, 2021 was the first day of operation of the New Alpha Bank, following the completion of the Bank’s   
       demerger plan, which had been completed on April 16, 2021, by way of hive down of the banking business sector 
of Alpha Bank A.E. (the Demerged Entity) and its transfer to a newly incorporated 100% subsidiary of the company, which 
retains the corporate name “Alpha Bank Société Anonyme", and the distinctive title “Alpha Bank” and is a credit institution 
(“New Alpha Bank”).

The demerger was another important milestone in the course of our Organization over the last few months, as it marked 
the starting point for the creation of a New Bank, which, drawing strength from its principles, takes a leading role 
in the process of change and recovery of the Greek economy and in supporting the development plans of its 
Customers.

The Extraordinary General Meeting of the Bank's Shareholders, which took place in the period immediately preceding 
the demerger, approved the draft demerger plan and initiated further developments. 

The Resolutions of the Extraordinary General Meeting are available here.

Α
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“We create a new bank for tomorrow”
“The completion of such a complicated plan amidst unprecedented conditions was a unique achievement” 

Message from the Alpha Bank CEO Vassilis Psaltis to the Group's Personnel

   n a message addressed to all Group Personnel on April 19, 2021, the first 
   day of operation of the New Alpha Bank, the CEO Vassilis Psaltis 
expressed his confidence that Alpha Bank is and will remain at the forefront 
of developments, as the most reliable and effective partner supporting 
progress and prosperity in a changing society and economy.

Referring to the efficiency that the Bank’s team demonstrated in carrying 
out such a complicated transaction and, what is more, amidst the 
difficult conditions of the pandemic, Mr. Psaltis stressed: “Amidst the 
unprecedented conditions we are experiencing, we moved decisively: we put in 
action the second largest securitization in Europe, we turned Cepal into our 
strategic partner in order to ensure the best possible servicing of any 
Non-Performing Loans and we implemented our corporate transformation. 
The flawless completion of such a complicated and demanding plan, in record 
time, i.e. in less than a year, and, what is more, under circumstances that even 
prevented live meetings, is a unique achievement and confirms the huge potential 
of our people and their ability to bring the best possible results, even under the 
most adverse conditions.” 

Mr. Psaltis also expressed his gratitude to all Employees for their 
professionalism, dedication and ceaseless efforts, as well as the Bank's 
partners, who shared the vision for a new Alpha Bank.

I
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The new Alpha Bank will play a leading role in the recovery of the Greek economy

As the CEO of Alpha Bank pointed out, the hive down of the banking business sector and its transfer to a new 100% 
subsidiary is the last step in a series of actions taken to decisively and permanently deal with the legacy of the past and, 
at the same time, they signal the beginning for the creation of a new Bank, which, drawing strength from its principles, 
will continue to play a leading role in the recovery of the Greek economy.

“Now, free from the obstacles of the long-lasting economic crisis, we can now focus on what we know well – supporting 
our Customers’ development plans,” said Mr. Psaltis, giving the message of further acceleration of the Bank's 
Transformation program, which is already in full swing. 

“We are creating a new Bank for Tomorrow and Together we redefine our values, our corporate culture and our work 
practices, the ways in which we create value for our Customers, our Personnel and our Shareholders. In terms of the 
scope and intensity of the changes, Alpha Bank is ahead of the competition,” he stressed, noting that these changes 
are the only way for Alpha Bank to achieve: 

• Personalized, high-standard solutions for our Customers, so that they can have the best possible experience 
when enjoying our services, both in the Bank’s Branches and through our digital networks;

• Prospects of development and growth for our Personnel as well as an environment that will motivate talent and 
attract the best;

• A leading role in the recovery of the Greek economy, acting as an enabler for new investment plans and 
supporting businesses and households, so that they can overcome the consequences of the pandemic; 

• Further acceleration of our balance sheet de-risking, maintaining a strong capital base and reinforcing our 
profitability, through a series of initiatives. 

You can read the full text of the CEO’s Message to the Group Personnel here.

anakoinwsi-en.pdf
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       he importance of shaping a sustainable policy that will make the country return to a trajectory of growth, as well as 
       Alpha Bank's commitment to decisively spur the recovery of the Greek Economy through the National Recovery and 
Resilience Facility plan (RRF) was highlighted, among others, by Mr. Psaltis, in his statement at the online event titled 
"Trends and prospects in the European and Greek Economy", which was organized by the World Bank and the Foundation 
for Economic and Industrial Research (IOBE), on April 16, 2021.

Mr. Psaltis noted that the RRF constitutes an important opportunity for Greece not only to overcome the consequences of the 
pandemic but also to achieve its economic, technological and institutional transformation. He noted that the correct utilization 
of the total envelope amounting to Euro 72 billion (Euro 18 billion in subsidies and Euro 13 billion in loans, as well as 
Euro 41 billion from the NSRF 2021-2027) could result in an additional GDP growth of 1 to 1.2 units and, what is more, 
it could create 180,000-200,000 jobs. 

He also stressed the decisive role of the Greek banks in this effort, as they will ensure the program’s priorities (green economy, 
digital transformation, entrepreneurialism, innovation, business growth), the correct credit evaluation of investment plans, 
the provision of advisory services to businesses so that they can develop and implement their investment plans, and the 
mobilization of funds. 

“At Alpha Bank, we are proud of the work we do, and we feel ready to assume a leading role so that our economy can head in the 
right direction,” said Mr. Psaltis. He added that the Bank is moving forward, improving the traditional concept of product offering, 
aiming at providing Customers with comprehensive solutions, highlighting its characteristics as an employer, in order to 
safeguard its Personnel’s high standards and, of course, ensuring the availability of sufficient capital to support the economy.

You can read the Press Release with the statement of Mr. Psaltis here.

T

"Alpha Bank is ready to play a leading role 
in the recovery effort of the Greek economy"

Intervention of the Alpha Bank CEO Vassilis Psaltis at the online event organized by 
the Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research (IOBE) and the World Bank

dt-iobe-en.pdf


Dynamic presence of Alpha Bank Executives at Fin Forum 2021

      hree Executives from the Management of Alpha Bank participated in the Fin Forum digital conference, which was held on  
      Thursday, March 4, 2021, under the auspices of the Hellenic Banking Association, on "Shaping the future of banking and 
finance". It was also attended by representatives of the government, economic bodies and the financial system.

In specific, the General Manager - Chief Transformation Officer, 
Anastasia Sakellariou, spoke about the way Alpha Bank 
has adapted to the new landscape shaped by the pandemic 
and the course of its transformation program. 

The General Manager - Chief Operating Officer, 
Stefanos Mytilineos, analyzed the challenges and importance 
of digital transformation. 

The General Manager - Chief Human Resources Officer, 
Fragiski Melissa, referred to the culture of diversity and 
integration that Alpha Bank has adopted and to the actions that 
are being developed for the support of its Staff in the midst of 
a pandemic.

You can read the Press Release with the statements of 
the three executives here.

T
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“Alpha Bank responds dynamically to the integration of ESG criteria”
Intervention of the General Manager Wholesale Banking of Alpha Bank Ioannis M. Emiris

 at the online 11th Annual Capital Link Sustainability Forum

       lpha Bank's active response to the great opportunity created for Greece by the  
       Recovery and Resilience Facility as well as the strategies implemented by the 
Bank for the integration of the ESG criteria were the key points of Mr. Emiris’ address 
at the online 11th Annual Capital Link Sustainability Forum.

The Recovery and Resilience Facility is a turning point for the country  

Mr. Emiris said that the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) could be a 
springboard for the upgrade of the country from an environmental, 
technological and, social point of view, while it could transform its economic 
and production model, sparking a virtuous cycle, where progress in environmental 
issues would fuel economic growth and vice versa.

In parallel, he analyzed a number of “green” development initiatives achieved through 
the funds of the Recovery and Resilience Facility, creating attractive investments, such 
as the networks sub-basement in the urban and forest environment against 
extreme weather events and fires, the protection of biodiversity with the simultaneous development of hotel 
infrastructures, urban reconstructions, speeding up the islands' electrical interconnections with the hinterland, 
subsidizing energy storage systems, increasing the use of renewable energy sources and electromobility.

"The RRF will mobilize around Euro 23 billion for the green transition, an amount quite impressive for the country, 
as it equates to circa 12% of GDP, while on a more global scale Euro 57 billion to 60 billion are expected to be mobilized in 
the years to come. We estimate that this will bring an annual growth of 1.5%, in addition to the expected rates, over the next 
six years", stressed Mr. Emiris.

A
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Alpha Bank accepts the challenge with dynamism aspiring to play a leading role in the 

integration of ESG criteria 

As Mr. Emiris noted, Alpha Bank closely monitors the needs of the market and the opportunities presented to its Customers 
and adjusts its strategy accordingly. For Small Businesses and Individuals, the Bank designs loan products with a green 
footprint (e.g. discount loans "Exoikonomo Kat’ Oikon") compatible with the requirements of RRF and at the same time easy 
to use and accessible to Customers. For Large Business and Corporate Clients, Alpha Bank identifies and helps 
mobilize entrepreneurship by dedicating the appropriate funds and applying its know-how to complex loan solutions. 
"Such an example is the financing of two major waste management projects that we undertook, which required a very large 
investment in human capital and expertise for the design of the right solutions," Mr. Emiris said.

At the same time, for investors, Alpha Bank designs and offers products with an environmental identity and helps to 
further educate and support its Customers, while maintaining long-term cooperation with leading companies of 
equipment and measurement for buildings energy improvement. Finally, the Bank has applied advanced systems for 
monitoring, measuring and reporting of environmental risks to supervisory authorities (SSM).

"We, Banks, must actively embrace these new global trends, it is not enough just to respond; but to engage policies in our 
business practice and in our relations with society," he concluded.
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Impact Investing by Alpha Bank

       s part of its sustainable and responsible investment strategy, Alpha Bank introduces for the first time the concept of   
       Impact Investing through Structured Notes, offered to Private Banking Customers. Impact Investments is a category of 
investments linked to environmental and/or social benefits.

This innovative initiative combines a sustainable investment product with a targeted reforestation project. In detail, for each 
1.000 euros invested in these products, 1 tree will be planted by the environmental company Reforest ’Action. 

In February 2021, two Structured Notes with Impact Investing feature were successfully issued by BNP Paribas, raising more 
than Euro 2.5 million and USD 1.5 million. By participating in these products, investors financed the plantation of 4,127 trees 
through Reforest ’Action, which contribute capturing 619 tones of carbon dioxide, give shelter to more than 12,000 wild 
animals, generate more than 16,000 months of oxygen and create approximately 4,100 working hours.

Alpha Bank aims to finance the plantation of more than 10,000 trees within the first half of 2021, while Reforest 'Action 
is committed doing its best effort to identify a reforestation project in Greece by the end of June 2021. Should this 
identification fail, all the funds collected by Alpha Bank for this purpose, would be allocated to one or more projects across 
Europe, at Alpha Bank’s discretion.

A
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Dynamic presence of the Bank in issuing corporate bonds

   n the first four months of 2021, the Bank played a leading role in the increased activity of issuing bonds for its partner  
   companies in both the domestic and international market.

In the domestic market, as Issuance Consultant and Coordinator-Main Contractor of MOTOROIL SA, the Bank completed the 
issue of a 7-year bond of Euro 200 million with a coupon of 1.90%, listed on the Stock Exchange, and assumed the role of 

   . Α               
bond issue to build a book of offers of over Euro 1 bn, oversubscribing the requested issue amount by 5.1 times. 

Of particular note is the presence of Private Investors, who alone covered the requested amount more than threefold, 
resulting in the highest absolute number of participating investors in a domestic issuance and the wide spread of the bond. 

The Bank achieved to attract the most private investors among all systemic banks, while also being the leader in attracting 
the institutional investors’ interest.

The Bank participated with the same dynamism and equally successfully in the first international bond issue of PPC in recent 
years, totaling Euro 650 million, with a 5-year duration and a 3.875% coupon and in the bond issue of MYTILINEOS SA, 
amounting to Euro 500 million, with a 5-year duration and a 2.25% coupon. Both issuances significantly superscribed the 
issue amount, with the Bank playing a leading role in attracting investment interest from domestic institutional and private 
investors. 

The result was that the issuers succeeded in setting up sources of funding from international investors and in allocating the 
sources of capital, thus achieving a cost of money which is consistent with their financial strategy. 

I
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Alpha Bank supports the efforts of "The Smile of the Child" 
by displaying Amber Alert messages on ATM screens 

       lpha Bank undertakes an active role in the timely notification about missing children incidents by displaying Amber Alert   
       messages on the screens of its ATM network across Greece. 

With this initiative, Alpha Bank joins forces with "The Smile of the Child" and contributes to the Amber Alert Hellas national 
coordination program, for the promotion of the relevant messages, increasing the chances of missing children’s tracing. 

Amber Alert messages are activated by "The Smile of the Child", after consultation with the Greek Police and are disseminated 
through a variety of communication channels, TV and radio spots, social media posts and other announcements. 

Alpha Bank, through its wide network of ATMs which covers even the most remote areas of Greece, acts as a valuable 
supporter of the joint effort for the safe return of all children to their homes, by contributing significantly to the public 
awareness about missing children cases.

A



       ompliance Division implements a Transformation Project, as a means to increase backstops against money laundering
and terrorist financing (ML/TF) risks eventuating in the Bank. In this context, the Board of Directors of the Bank has decided to 
assign the handling of suspicious for ML/TF alerts generated by the Siron AML System, to a centralized team.

The operation of the new Unit as part of the Compliance Division was enacted in April. The establishment of a specialized team 
is expected to result in handling the alerts promptly and effectively as well as to the decongesting the Branch Network. 

Nevertheless, it is emphasized that the abovementioned centralized operating model does not disclaim the Branch Officers from 
abiding by their obligations concerning Anti-ML/CFT.

C 
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Enhancing the Bank's protection against Money Laundering 
and Terrorist Financing risks



The i3 internal innovation competition of Alpha Bank
 is back for the third year in a row!

       fter the two highly successful events in 2019 and 2020, which managed to leave a very positive impression on the   
       participants, the celebration of innovation is back, completely revamped, guaranteeing an even more special experience 
for all the Colleagues who will take part!

The Alpha Bank i3 2021 internal innovation competition was launched on Monday, April 12, inviting all colleagues to participate 
in a new, exciting journey of creativity, full of surprises.

The new competition introduces innovative features, whose aim is to strengthen teamwork and formulate new ideas, based 
on the needs of the Bank and on modern technological advances. The core of the i3 2021 internal competition is based on 
the pillars of Alpha Bank's transformation, which depict the Bank's intention for everyone - individually or as a team - to 
contribute in creating original ideas that will lead to an upgraded customer experience, to new products and services, 
enhanced internal operations and procedures, and to everything that may make the Bank of the future.

The Competition is seeking new i3 Innovators who will be called to develop an innovative idea that they already have in mind 
or create one from scratch. With new innovative actions and a completely renewed process, i3 2021 gives the opportunity 
to those interested in participating to cultivate their skills in specialized workshops, meet and cooperate with their 
Colleagues, process data and get inspiration for new, original ideas.

A

<       14/ 64    >

THE BANK



<      15 / 64     >

You can apply, either because you already have a new idea in mind, or because you want to be a part of an amazing 
experience of creativity and cooperation, one that will bring you closer to your Colleagues, give you the qualifications you 
need to develop a new idea, show you the basic tools of design thinking and, of course, motivate you to leave your own 
imprint through collaboration and teamwork.

This is why in i3 2021 you don’t need to submit your idea from phase 1, but simply express your interest in participating, 
by selecting one of the 3 modules of the Competition. After registering, a new process begins, during which all participants 
will attend specialized workshops and will get the chance to make up groups that will process particular ideas.

The new modules of the competition are:

Customer Centricity 

If you are mainly interested in proposals and solutions related to the Customer's perspective, creating new products and 
services, as well as upgrading the Customer experience, then you can choose the Customer Centricity module.

Organizational Effectiveness

If you are interested in working and collaborating on a new idea related to cooperation and evaluation models or the Bank's 
culture, innovation and extrovertedness, then you should select the Organizational Effectiveness module.

Operational Efficiency

If your interest focuses principally on ideas that lead to the improvement of the Bank's internal operations and processes, 
new systems, upgraded infrastructure or the creation of economies of scale, then the Operational Efficiency module is the 
choice for you.

For more information or clarifications go to: i3@alpha.gr 

THE BANK
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    nnovation is in our DNA. In each issue, the Innovators, that is, colleagues who excelled in the i3 internal   

    Innovation Competition, voice their opinions on the competition, innovation, the values we ought to focus 

on and the skills of the future.

I

What impact did i3 have on you? 
i3 had a great, positive impact on my daily life, as it enriched it with people who gave their all to achieve a common goal, 
that is, the evolution of the banking experience. It also gave me the opportunity to become more extroverted, to think out of 
the box and to express to my colleagues my ideas on the innovative, digital Alpha Bank of which we are all a member.

What does innovative thinking mean and how does it translate in practice?
Innovative thinking is observing the way everything around you is done (a process, a simple daily activity) and reflecting on 
how you can make it better. This is sometimes done by developing new skills and other times, by using new innovative 
technologies or methods.  

What are the values we should focus on in our time?
I believe that the motto "our power is our people" is the most important message that the Bank has given me all these years. 
Without our people, no innovative idea, no matter how good it is, could have become a reality. Alpha Bank is its people and, 
judging by the results of our Organization, I can say we are a splendid team of colleagues, with many opportunities for further 
development.

What do you think will be the most important skills in the near future?
Critical thinking and analysis, communication, self-motivation, adaptability, imagination. It’s actually harder to develop soft skill 
sets than hard skills. 

Stelios Blymakis excelled with his team at i3 2020, with the Alpha HR Recruiting Platform.
He works in the Procurement, Property and Security Division and he spends his free time 
with his family, on his Master’s degree and training.
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What impact did i3 have on you?

i3 for me was and still is a big celebration. In both my participations I lived through the process with passion and a positive 

mood, meeting interesting people and making new friends. It is a synonym for free thinking, participation, teamwork, yearning 

for change and self-improvement.

What does innovative thinking mean and how does it translate into practice?

Innovative thinking for me is to be able to look beyond the obvious, the ordinary and the stereotypes. In my mind, something can 

be innovative when it transcends the limits of a good idea. If you deconstruct this idea, examine it carefully and develop it, beautiful 

things can happen. And such a thing can rarely be achieved by one person alone. The strength of the team, collaboration, 

the exchange of ideas, well these are what make an idea innovative.

What are the values we should focus on in our time?

Values are the ideas that determine our way of thinking and, by extension, our life itself. In other words, they determine our 

identity, who we really are. From this perspective, the values of the past are just as relevant today as they will be tomorrow. 

Honesty, dignity, patience, courage, critical thinking, teamwork, cooperation and social conscience are some of these 

timeless values that lay the foundations for tomorrow.

What do you think will be the most important skills in the near future?

In the last year, our lives have changed so much on a personal and professional level. We are called to work under 

unprecedented conditions and to meet the high expectations of our work. Our degree of adaptability, that is, the speed with 

which we embrace change, surely constitutes a key skill today. Combined with skills, such as the flexibility of knowledge, 

the development of our emotional intelligence, critical thinking and creativity, then I think we can make a difference.

Pantelis Hatzikonstantinou excelled with his teams in both i3 2019 and i3 2020, winning 
3rd place with myWADA (myWeb Alpha Digital Assistant) and 1st place with myAlphaAccessible, 
respectively. He works in the Ptolemaida Branch and likes to spend his free time doing sports 
and travelling.



        IADROMES-1821” is a free educational application on the occasion of the 200 years since the beginning of the 

        Greek Revolution, with the kind support of the J.F. Costopoulos Foundation. 

Through selected points, important events and a general timeline, the application guide us to known and unknown aspects 

of the Revolution in Peloponnese. The application takes up the role of the narrator, through a series of audio clips, focusing 

on 48 important points of interest. Those points will not just cover the battles, but also political and social events. 

There are two available ways of using the app. The first one could be from anywhere in the world, as an educational tool. 

The second way will be on location, using the technology of geofencing (geofencing remains to be activated with the following 

app upgrade). The audio clips are written by our consultants, read by professional actors and supported by visual and 

educational material. 

Appstore: https://apps.apple.com/app/id1558654792 
PlayStore: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tech.simpleapps.perasmata
Webpage: www.diadromes1821.org
Podcast: https://www.buzzsprout.com/1736290
Instagram: @diadromes21

“D

The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation
“DIADROMES-1821”

50 minus two stories about the Peloponnese inspired by the Greek War of Independence
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The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation
Antiquities and topography of Attica in the era of digital humanities

       ased on the unsurpassed cartographic feat by E. Curtius and A. Kaupert, the project of the Dipylon Society aims at the   

       creation of a webGIS platform for the archaeology of Attica by overlaying multiple layers of geospatial data, which means  

cartographic evidence, historical maps, excavation plans, and aerial photographs on a unified digital map. The content of the 

platform is bilingual (English-Greek) and open source.

The two German intellectuals depicted with astonishing accuracy in 26 cartographic sheets the land of Attica and the 

antiquities that were visible at the end of the 19th century. It took almost 20 years to complete this monumental project 

entitled Karten von Attika. With the use of state-of-the-art technology, the cartographic sheets are georeferenced and merged, 

and all markings (ancient and modern remains) are digitized. Cartographic data are entered into a database to facilitate 

search. The translation of the accompanying text, Erläuternder Text zu den Karten von Attika by A.Milchhöfer, E.Curtius and 

G. Von Alten, falls under the scope of the project. The text is 230 pages long and is extremely rich in information and details 

on the Attic landscape and the depicted antiquities. Extracts from the text are connected with specific locations on the map 

and with selected visual resources. The project is being implemented with the generous support of the J.F. Costopoulos 

Foundation, among other sponsors.

B
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       uring the celebrations of the 200-year anniversary of the Greek Revolution, Alpha Bank, with deep pride and 

       as part of its long cultural contribution and its Corporate Responsibility, has undertaken actions that help us all 

discover this great historical event and leave a legacy for the future. Once more, the Bank is turning into action its 

commitment to contribute to all activities that highlight Greece’s History, Culture and Progress.

Alpha Bank’s anniversary events cover Culture, Corporate Social Responsibility and also feature the active 

participation of its Employees, creating an interactive program where all different parts are connected and 

complement each other.

D

PROUD!
Alpha Bank celebrates the 200-year anniversary of the Greek Revolution 

with a program of Commemorative Events

IN FOCUS
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“1821. Before and After”: A landmark exhibition
Jointly organized by the Benaki Museum, the Bank of Greece, 

the National Bank of Greece and Alpha Bank

        digital event marked the opening of the anniversary exhibition “1821. Before and After”, which celebrates the 
        Greek Revolution’s bicentenary and is jointly organized by the Benaki Museum, the Bank of Greece, the National Bank 
of Greece and Alpha Bank. The exhibition is part of the official program of the “Greece 2021” Committee, it is under the 
auspices of the President of the Hellenic Republic Katerina Sakellaropoulou and will run through November 7, 2021.

More than 100 years of history (1770-1870) unfold through 1,200 exhibits, on display across all halls of the 
Benaki Museum /Pireos 138, namely works of art and archive material from the collections of the three banks, as well as the 
Benaki Museum’s rich material.

Paintings, personal items belonging to the leading personalities of the Revolution as well as historic heirlooms, enriched by rare archive 
material, have been arranged in three sections: 
• The first section starts in 1770 and the Orlov revolt and runs through the beginning of the Revolution, in 1821.
• The second section covers the actual events of the War of Independence, ending with the creation of the modern Greek state 
     and Ioannis Kapodistrias’ government.
• The third section starts with the arrival of young king Otto in 1833 and ends with the construction of the Corinth Canal.

The exhibition is accompanied by a rich catalogue containing all the works, explanatory texts and captions providing information about 
the exhibits and their era.

Click here to watch the video of the digital event for the opening of the anniversary exhibition “1821. 
Before and After”.

ΠΡΙΝ ΚΑΙ ΜΕΤΑ
BEFORE AND AFTER

1821—
—

IN FOCUS
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A remarkable and multilevel collaboration

         s all cultural institutions in Greece mobilized early on, in view of the 200-year anniversary of the Greek War of Independence, 
         the Bank’s main concern was to present something special and different, says Irene Orati, Curator of the Alpha Bank Art 
Collection, who also stressed the remarkable collaboration between the three banks.

“Our flexible and quick communication with the Bank of Greece and the National Bank of Greece led to 
a remarkable, multilevel collaboration over the past three years, focusing on the Benaki Museum. 
A five-member academic team was immediately set up, working effectively and demonstrating extraordinary 
solidarity and team spirit. A key feature of our preparation was the fact that, already from 2018, the Curators 
of the Collections of the three banks succeeded in working together effectively. Because, apart from sponsoring 
an exhibition at a museum possessing very rich material for 1821, the three banks, as joint organizers, had to 
coordinate in terms of preparation and detail, but also deal with the unprecedented difficulties caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic restrictions, from February 2020 onwards. And we succeeded!” 

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Rare Publications from the Alpha Bank Library on display for the first time

IN FOCUS

A

“A      t the “1821. Before and After” exhibition, Alpha Bank has the pleasure to exclusively present, 
     for the first time, albums about Greece by European travelers, from the Rare Book Collection of the 
Alpha Bank Library. These are extremely rare publications, dating from 1794 to 1831”, says Irene Orati. 
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The three volumes of “The antiquities of Athens” (1st Volume: 
John Haberkorn, London 1762, 2nd-3rd Volumes: John Nichols, London 
1787, 1794) by Nicholas Revett (1720-1804) and James Stuart 
(1713-1788), are among the exhibits on display. The British architect and 
artist Revett along with the British architect and painter Stuart arrived in 
Greece in the spring of 1751, where they remained for approximately 
two-and-a-half years. Apart from the region of Attiki, they also traveled to 
Korinthos, Thessaloniki and Delphi. The three volumes of their work contain 
more than 300 drawings, featuring the depiction, layout and details of ancient 
monuments and architectural features in splendid etchings, accompanied by 
explanatory texts, archaeological comments and travel impressions.

The exhibition further features the two volumes of “Voyage pittoresque de la 
Grèce” (Paris, 1782 and 1809), by Marie Gabriel Florent Auguste comte 
de Choiseul-Gouffier (1752-1817). The French nobleman, diplomat and 
traveler visited Peloponissos, the Cycladic and other Aegean islands, Asia 
Minor and Istanbul, and carried out extensive research on Greek geography 
and history. The purpose of his journey was to depict ancient monuments, 
as well as describe how contemporary Greeks lived. His work contains an 
important number of etchings, accompanied by explanatory texts.

Finally, all three volumes of the “Expédition scientifique de Morée” (Firmin Didot frères, Paris 1831, 
1833, 1838), by Guillaume-Abel Blouet (1795-1853), are also on display. In 1829, Blouet, a French 
architect who traveled around Greece, was appointed head of the scientific part of the French Morea 
Expedition (1828-1833). The Expedition traveled through Peloponissos, the Cycladic islands and Attiki, 
including in its studies not only the archaic and classic antiquity monuments but also Frankish castles, 
Byzantine and post-Byzantine churches, modern settlements and the natural environment.

"The antiquities of Athens”, 
Nicholas Revett and James Stuart

"Voyage pittoresque de la Grèce"
Marie Gabriel Florent August comte de Choiseul-Gouffier

“Expédition scientifique de Morée”
Guillaume-Abel Blouet

IN FOCUS
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Alpha Bank’s participation with works from its Collection

“T      he exhibition is arranged in three sections, which cover all the halls of the 
     Benaki Museum / Pireos 138, for the first time in the museum’s history. 
The 1770-1820 section is displayed on the second floor, featuring items and works 
from pre-Revolution Greece, highlighting the role of the church, the Greeks of the diaspora, 
Rigas Feraios and the Filiki Eteria (Society of Friends). The first floor is dedicated to the 
eight-year of the War of Independence (1821-1828), with exhibits presented in 
chronological order, while it further includes the Fighters Monument, where all kinds of 
works from across all periods of time depict the fighters of the Revolution”, explains 
Irene Orati. “The period of the creation of the new state (1830-1870) is presented 
on the ground floor, featuring city plans of Athens and focusing on the early excavations, 
the time of King Otto, the development of the new country and the new ideas”.

“We have selected all kinds of works from the Alpha Bank Art Collection, produced over 
a century: from the large, unknown until today, painting “The Naval Battle of Navarino”, 
to the small drawing by Spyros Vassiliou, “Alexandros Ipsilantis crossing the Prouthon”.

Unknown artist 
Panoramic view of Attica (1814)
Watercolor 20x66.5 cm.

Georg Emanuel Opitz
Griechen und Turken
Watercolor 40x34 cm.

IN FOCUS
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Indicatively, some of the Art Collection’s works showcased in the exhibition are Theofilos’ 
“The hero Markos Botsaris” (diluted oil on fabric, 1933), which is based on the main 
figure depicted in Peter von Hess’ lithograph “The siege of Tripoli”, “Georgios Karaiskakis” 
(oil on canvas) by Pericles Chelmis, which is based on Georgios Margaritis’ 1844 painting 
“Karaiskakis advances on the Acropolis”, the 1958 ink drawing “Alexandros Ipsilantis 
crossing the Prouthon” by Spyros Vassiliou, a personal rendition of German artist Peter 
von Hess’ wall painting of the same title produced for the palace of Munich, as well as Yannis 
Tsarouchis’ painting “Kalamata, March 23 Square” (oil on canvas, 1966), which depicts 
the first Branch of the Commercial Credit Bank (later Alpha Bank) in Kalamata, which exists 
to this day. 

Theofilos
The hero Markos Botsaris, 1933

diluted oil on fabric 119x81cm.

Pericles Chelmis
Karaiskakis
Oil on canvas 50x63 cm.

Yannis Tsarouchis
Kalamata, March 23 Square, 1966

Oil on canvas 69.5x100 cm.

Spyros Vassiliou
Alexandros Ipsilantis crossing the Prouthon, 1958
Ink drawing 11.5x53 cm.

IN FOCUS
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Other works included in the exhibition are Minos Argyrakis’ pencil and pen drawing “Kolokotronis”, two works by Konstantinos 
Volanakis (“In the Golden Horn” and “Inauguration of the Corinth Canal”, both oil on canvas), as well as the works by 
unknown artists “Ali Pasha and Kyra Vassiliki” (charcoal and chalk drawing), the lithograph “Rigas Feraios’ Thourios” and 
the painting “The Naval Battle of Navarino” (oil on canvas).

Minos Argyrakis
Kolokotronis
Pen and pencil drawing 
17.5x13.5 cm.

Konstantinos Volanakis 
In the Golden Horn, 1892
Oil on canvas 80x130 cm.

Unknown Artist
Ali Pasha and Kyra Vassiliki
Charcoal and chalk drawing 
57x45 cm.

Unknown Artist
The Naval Battle of Navarino
Oil on canvas 79x111 cm.

Emile Dominique Roux
Greek warrior, 1895
Charcoal 58x47 cm. 

In order to read 
the Press Release, click here.

In order to see
 the exhibition poster, click here.

IN FOCUS
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1821-poster.pdf
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“The defacements that hurt”: a key CSR initiative

        part from its decisive contribution in shedding light on the Art that   
        surrounds the 1821 Greek Revolution, Alpha Bank has also put 
forward a key initiative as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility 
program and supports everyday culture, which is just as important 
and, when combined with collective memory, creates a valuable legacy 
for the future.

Specifically, through its Corporate Social Responsibility program 
“The defacements that hurt”, designed to restore public sculptures 
in Athens, Alpha Bank is focusing on the maintenance of statues and 
busts that depict heroes of the Greek Revolution. The Bank is financing 
all the works involved, leading the coordination with the Athens 
Municipality and the teams of specialized art restorers. 

From October 2020 through February 2021, restoration work on the 
bronze statue of Makriyiannis at Dionysiou Areopagitou street 
(a work of Yannis Pappas), the marble bust of Emmanouil Xanthos 
at Kolonaki Square (a work of Thomas Thomopoulos), the bronze bust 
of Georgakis Olympios in Koukaki (a work of Theodoros Papagiannis), 
the marble full-body statue of Konstantinos Kanaris at Kanari 
Square in Kypseli (a work of Lazaros Fytalis) and the bronze bust of 
Athanassios Petimezas in Galatsi (a work of Nikolaos Sochos) was 
completed. 

It is Alpha Bank’s intention to extend its “Defacements that hurt” 
program beyond the limits of Athens Municipality, and to gradually 
build a network of monuments with historical references to the 
Greek Revolution and the Independence of the Greek State. 

Konstantinos Kanaris

Athanassios Petimezas

Ioannis Makriyiannis

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

IN FOCUS

A

https://www.alpha.gr/el/omilos/etairiki-upeuthunotita/politismos/oi-fthores-pou-pligonoun/oi-fthores-pou-pligonoun-diakosia-xronia-apo-tin-epanastasi-1821
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o      n the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution, a Painting Competition was organized, from January 25 
to March 8, 2021, for the children of the Employees of Alpha Bank, on the initiative of the Bank’s Numismatic Collection.

Overall, 272 children of Employees, aged 6 -12, from all over Greece, participated in the competition, were inspired by the 
Greek Revolution and painted heroes, battle scenes, naval battles, symbols of 1821 and scenes of everyday life during this 
important historical period. Their drawings are full of color, imagination and a lot of originality.
200 years after the original event, the works of our little friends show that children understand the significance, the values and 
the messages of the Greek Revolution, while in some cases references to our current times are also included!
The winners of the competition were selected by a judging committee formed for that purpose, and a special digital exhibition 
for the Group’s Employees will soon go on display on the Alpha Bank Intranet, presenting all the children’s paintings.

The following 3 creations stood out:

1st place  
Chrysiis Gerogianni, 9 years old   

2nd place  
Anastastios Chouliaras, 11 years old

3d place  
Anna Andrianaki, 6 years old

Also, on Wednesday, April 7, 2021, in an online meeting with lots of 
smiles and optimism, the team of the Corporate Communications Division 
and members of the competition's judging committee had the opportunity 
to meet and congratulate the three winners. The meeting was attended 
by the three young painters with their parents, and by the Manager of the 
Marketing and Communication Division George Terzis, the Manager of the 
Corporate Communications Division Olga Yannacopoulou, the Assistant 
Manager of the Corporate Communications Division Rouli Christopoulou, 
the Curator of the Alpha Bank Art Collection Irene Orati, and the Curator 
of the Bank’s Numismatic Collection Dr. Dimitra Tsangari.

The children talked about their work, about what inspired it, and sent us 
their own message for the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution.

IN FOCUS

200 years after... the Greek Revolution brought to life by Alpha Bank’s children!
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Children's Painting Competition on the Greek Revolution 
for Primary School children in Corfu

       s part of the events in celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Greek 
Revolution, the Banknote Museum of the Ionian Bank - in collaboration 
with the Primary Education Directorate of Corfu, organized, for the very 
first time, a children’s Painting Competition for students of all Primary 
Schools in the island of Corfu, with the approval of the Ministry of 
Education and Religious Affairs.

A total of 243 students from 9 Primary Schools in Corfu took part in the 
competition. The children, under the guidance of their teachers, after relevant 
lessons and discussions, drew inspiration from the Greek Revolution and 
created works with color, imagination and a lot of originality, sending their 
own optimistic message.

Their creations were evaluated by the competition’s judging committee, 
which consisted of the following persons:

- Irene Orati, Art Historian, Curator of the Alpha Bank Art Collection

- Dimitra Tsangari, Numismatologist, Curator of the Alpha Bank 
     Numismatic Collection

- Hara Marantidou, Architect – Visual Artist

IN FOCUS
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In addition, the Corfu Old Town Primary School received, as a donation, the Museum 
suitcase of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection, containing the material of the 
educational program “Nomos-Nomizo-Nomisma” on the history of currency.

Delivery took place on Wednesday, April 14, 2021, by the Head of Educational 
Programs of the Banknote Museum of the Ionian Bank - Corfu, Konstantinos 
Christopoulos. 

Snapshot from the delivery of the Museum suitcase
 to the Corfu Old Town Primary School.

The winner of the competition was Alexandros Nikas, 4th grade student from the Corfu 
Old Town Primary School, who worked together with his teacher, Mrs. Natalia-Aikaterini 
Kerkyra. 

The winner of the Competition will see his work on the poster of the educational initiative for 
the Greek Revolution, which will be designed in digital format.

1st place
Alexandros Nikas, 4th grade
Corfu Old Town Primary School

IN FOCUS
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Drawings from children that took part in the competition

IN FOCUS
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“Alpha Green Solutions”
Nature approves electromobility. So do we!

       iming to promote the "Alpha Green Solutions - Electric Car Loan” product, which offers the  

       possibility of purchasing an electric or hybrid car on preferential terms, an advertising 

campaign was launched through television and digital media.

With the main communication message: “Nature approves electromobility. So do we!”, 
the Bank invites everyone to think economically and ecologically when buying their own electric 

or hybrid car, saving both money and energy.

The main benefits of the product are: 

• Up to 100% financing of the car’s value

• Preferential fixed interest rate

• Repayment of the consumer loan from 6 to 96 months

                                              • Zero loan fees until 31.5.2021.

The communication was promoted in the Press, on Social Media as well as in the Bank's Branch Network.

In order to watch the advertisement, click here.

A

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
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Alpha Bank is supporting business loan-takers
 who have been affected by the pandemic

      lpha Bank continued facilitating companies afflicted by the measures taken to cope with the pandemic crisis, 

      by actively taking part in the new Program of the Ministry of Finance, which establishes the State Contribution 
for the repayment of business loan installments, for businesses presenting a fall of at least 20% in turnover 
in 2020, compared to 2019.

The Program provided state aid in the form of a contribution in the loan installments (capital and interest) 
of up to 90%, for a maximum period of eight (8) months and could include: 

a) performing debts, 

b) debts with a delay of up to 90 days, and 

c) debts with a delay of more than 90 days or cancelled.

The beneficiaries were the SmEs that the current Ministerial Decisions characterized as afflicted and that cumulatively 

met the Program’s conditions.

The companies interested could submit an application to be included in the Program through the electronic platform of 

Special Secretariat for Private Debt Management of the Greek Ministry of Finance "LOAN SUBSIDY-BRIDGE II", 

until May 31, 2021.

A

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

https://www.gov.gr/ipiresies/epikheirematike-drasterioteta/eniskhuse-epikheireseon/epidotese-daneion-epikheireseon-plegenton-koronoiou-gephura-ii
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• Business loans of regular maturity

• Bond and Syndicated Loans

• Credit Agreements (open current accounts),

whose:

a) debts were up to date on 30.9.2020 or had been updated before the application for the subsidy was submitted

b) contracts were signed until 31.12.2020.

Eligible are all Small and Medium Enterprises, except for financial institutions, public legal entities, offshore companies and 

companies excluded from the Primary Production, Fisheries and Aquaculture Program, which:

• presented in 2020 a fall of at least 20% in turnover, compared to 2019

• did not face problems on 31.12.2019 (or before the aid was granted),

• did not have a pending order for them to return previous illegal and incompatible state aid.

The total amount of aid for each company (total Covid subsidies including the aid of the 2nd Interest Subsidy Cycle) cannot 

exceed the limit of Euro 1,800,000.

Program Applications are submitted through the electronic platform: https://www.ependyseis.gr/ of the State Aid 
Information System (PSKE).

Detailed information regarding the terms and conditions of the Program is available on www.alpha.gr.

Alpha Bank participates in the 2nd Round of the Business Loan 
Interest Subsidy Measure

   n the context of supporting Small and Medium Enterprises afflicted by the measures taken to cope with the pandemic, 

   the Bank actively participates in the Second Round of the Business Loan Interest Subsidy Measure issued by the Ministry 

of Development and Investments.

The total budget of the Measure comes to Euro 200 million and regards the loan interest subsidy (as well as the corresponding 

contribution of L.128/75) from 1.1.2021 until 31.3.2021:

I
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https://www.ependyseis.gr/
https://www.alpha.gr/
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Discover a new world of benefits for you and your business
 with the Gold Enter Bonus Business Mastercard®

   n the context of Alpha Bank's partnership with Mastercard, a campaign has begun to promote the Gold Enter Bonus 

   Business Mastercard and the benefits it offers.

Alpha Bank Business Debit Card combines the Bonus reward for business expenses 

with access to the Alpha alerts service, in an all-encompassing, purchase protection program 

free of charge. Moreover, it gives Customers the chance to make contactless transactions 

through Apple Pay and myAlpha Wallet, with unprecedented ease and security. 

At the same time, upon getting the card, Customers earn 5,000 Bonus points with 

their first transaction.

An advertising campaign was launched through the internet and Social Media to communicate 

the promotional activity.

For more information, click here.

In order to watch the informative video, click here. 

I
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https://www.alpha.gr/en/business/professionals-and-businesses/business-cards/debit-cards/gold-enter-bonus-business-mastercard
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“Apple Pay” Influencer Marketing campaign in collaboration with Mastercard®

      lpha Bank is the first Greek bank to offer its Customers Apple Pay, the easy and safe way to make their transactions, 

      by using only their mobile phone and their Mastercard card.

Aiming to inform the public about the advantages of Apple Pay, the enhancement of the use of Alpha Bank Mastercard in 

Apple Pay as well as the issuance of a new card for non-holders through the http://alphab.gr/bonusmc page, an influencer 

marketing campaign was designed in collaboration with 8 Macro, Medium and Micro influencers.

In order for influencers to communicate the campaign message to their own audience, they created content with examples 

of Apple Pay use in everyday life, such as in supermarkets, cafés, pharmacies, gas stations and other places, taking into 

consideration the current special circumstances caused by the pandemic.

In total, 300,000 users viewed the posts and videos on the use of Apple Pay and Alpha Bank cards for secure and fast 

daily transactions! 7,500 users liked or shared the content of the campaign on Instagram, while the number of 

applications to issue an Alpha Bank Bonus Mastercard credit card, which was promoted with a special mention in the posts, 

increased by 37% during the action.

Alpha Bank continues to invest heavily in innovative payment solutions, putting the optimal Customer experience and meeting 

the needs of the modern consumer at the center of its attention.

A
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Aegean Bonus Visa: Online conversion of Bonus points into miles!

       he Aegean Bonus Visa card combines the Bonus Loyalty Program with the Miles + Bonus Reward Program of AEGEAN  

       and Olympic Air, thus cardholders earn double!

The Bonus Loyalty Program offers points for all purchases, giving the opportunity to redeem them in products and services.

The Bonus points collected from all transactions with Aegean Bonus Visa can be converted into miles, thus offering free 

flights on AEGEAN and Olympic Air, but also on Star Alliance member companies.

Now, Bonus points can be easily and quickly converted into miles of the Miles + Bonus program online too, 

at www.aegeanair.com, with the new Online Points Conversion service.

• The conversion of Bonus points in miles is done in a ratio of 4 to 4 and in multiples of 4.

Especially for the period from 14.4.2021 to 16.5.2021, in order for the Customers to get to know the new service, they had 

the chance to earn up to 30% extra redemption miles in the total points they had converted.

T

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES



<      38 / 64     >

      lpha Bank and Mastercard® support the stores and the people who have been writing    

      their own stories in every corner of our country for so many years, building precious 

human relationships with Customers and prompting all people to take part in this endeavor.

By supporting small businesses and making safe, contactless transactions with Alpha Bank 

Mastercard cards, our Customers participated from 23.1.2021 to 21.2.2021 in a lottery for 

one of the 1,000 prepaid cards, each one worth Euro 50.

A

    n line with providing updated information to the Customers of Private Banking,   

    the new version of Navigator containing a recent overview of the International 

Markets was sent to them via e-mail.

The analysis included the following main points:

• What is the dynamics of the world economy?
• Which factors affect high solvency bonds in a negative way?
• Is the trend of strengthening the main share markets maintained?
• How does the current situation affect the price of oil and the 
   prospects for base metals?
• Which investment positionings are found to be attractive in the 
  current economic and social situation?

I
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Valid and reliable information on international markets
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        n the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution of 1821, Alpha Bank, wishing  
        to contribute to preserving and safeguarding our country’s cultural heritage, supported the 
Lyceum Club of Greek Women and, specifically, its costume collection.

The costume collection of the Lyceum Club of Greek Women was established right from the day 
the Club was founded and consists of more than 25,000 pieces, museum and utility ones, that 
require maintenance.

In particular, the Bank financially supported the traditional costumes collection, in order to effectively promote and enrich it, 
within the framework of the cultural institution's effort to highlight the cultural identity of our country.

O
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       021 marks for the Athens Conservatory, an educational institution dedicated to music, theater   
       and dance, 150 years of ceaseless operation and contribution in the field of performing 
studies. Since 1976, it had been housed in the center of Athens, in the landmark, yet unfinished, 
building designed by the great architect Ioannis Despotopoulos.

As the Conservatory enters its new era by completing and modernizing its building facilities, 
Alpha Bank as "Benefactor" of the Athens Conservatory, took on the financing of the 
Surrounding Premises Regeneration Study project. The Study includes the architectural 
layouts and lighting, traffic and parking, the structural design works and the water supply 
installations.

2

      or the seventh consecutive year, the Bank supports the Hellenic Institute of 
      Business Ethics - EBEN GR and, in specific, the postgraduate thesis competition on 
"Business ethics in the years of the pandemic".

The Institute that represents the European Business Ethics Network is a non-profit organization, 
which was founded in Greece in 2005. Its aim is to promote ethics and excellence in the business 
world, raising awareness about ethical challenges in the global market and the possibility of 
dialogue about the role of business in society.

F
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We are standing by the side of our fellow citizens 
affected by the earthquake in Elassona

       t Alpha Bank we are always on the alert to respond to emergency needs by implementing humanitarian help actions whose  

       target is to create benefits for society as well as to contribute to the support and relief of our fellow people.

As such, we immediately responded to the emergency situation that the residents of Elassona were confronted with in the wake 

of the earthquake of March 3, 2021, offering food and basic necessities to the Municipality.

In specific, we provided for the people of Elassona 1,424 pieces of pastries, 192 items of personal hygiene and 808 

pieces of personal protection equipment.

A
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We turned off the lights to participate in "Earth Hour"

    n order to raise awareness about climate change, we participated, for the 13th consecutive year, in the international initiative   

    of WWF with the title "Earth Hour".

On Saturday, March 27, 2021, at 20.30 and for one hour, we all turned off the lights in our Central Building Premises in Athens, 

Piraeus, Thessaloniki, Patras and Larissa, at the Banknote Museum of the Ionian Bank in Corfu and at the Alpha Bank Cultural 

Center at Nafplio, as well as at the Head Offices of Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd, Alpha Bank Albania SHA, Alpha Bank Romania and 

Alpha Bank London.

The initiative started in 2007 in Sydney, Australia, as a campaign to raise awareness about the planet and its protection, 

where citizens were asked to turn off the lights on a specific night for one hour. This action soon turned into one of the most 

widespread actions against climate change across the globe.

I
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Alpha Bank joins the international Vigeo Eiris- Best EM 
Performers index

         hile assessed by Vigeo Eiris International, the Bank achieved, once again, in 2020, to be included in the 

         Best Emerging Market Performers Ranking Index, which includes the 100 companies from the Emerging Markets that 

have the best performance in ESG (Environmental - Social - Governance) issues. 

In comparison with last year, we improved our performance in all 3 categories (Environment, Society and Corporate 

Governance), as well as our position in the ranking of companies in the financial sector.

W
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       ull-leaping was a complex and dangerous competition/sport, in which young people tamed wild bulls and performed spectacular   

        jumps on their backs. Although bullfights are known from prehistoric cultures in Egypt and the East, their homeplace in Greece 

was Minoan Crete, as evidenced by the numerous archaeological finds with representations of young people in various phases of the 

competition. From the classical era onwards, the sport prevailed mainly in Thessaly and was held in the context of religious festivals. 

The bull was also a sacred animal, mainly associated with Zeus. Bull-leaping started as an acrobatic sport with the aim of providing 

a spectacle for the public. The young men who took part were called “bull leapers” or “bull wrestlers” and had to be in top form, 

in order to be able to immobilize the wild bull and catch it by the horns while running.

When Julius Caesar first watched the game in Thessaly, he was so excited that he took it to Rome. Bull-leaping quickly spread 

throughout the empire and became a common spectacle in amphitheaters, but took on a different and barbaric form.

Nowadays, the ancient bull-leaping as an acrobatic competition survives in some regions of Europe: in southern France, in the city of 

Mont de Marsan, athletes make jumps with bulls, called “Course Landaise” and in Spain, the “Recortadores” play with the bull, trying 

to avoid it and jump over it.

“Bull-leaping: an ancient acrobatic competition/sport”

B

“Bull-leaping: an ancient acrobatic competition/sport”

Silver drachma of Larissa, 440-400 B.C.
Obverse: Scene of bull-leaping.

Reverse: ΛΑΡΙ [ΣΑ] Ι. Horse galloping to the right.
Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection 9059

CULTURE SPECIAL • STORIES RECOUNTED BY COINS
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Austria - Vienna
Vienna’s Maria-Theresa Square (Maria-Theresien-Platz) is home to the Museum of the History of Art 

(Kunsthistorisches Museum), Austria’s biggest museum and one of the most important museums in the world. 

It comprises the Picture Gallery, which is the Museum’s “treasure”, the collection of antiquities from Egypt and the 

Near East, the collection of sculptures, jewelry and other artefacts from the Greek and Roman antiquity, as well as 

the Museum’s major collection of ancient coins.

Russia - St. Petersburg
On the shores of River Neva, at the city’s Palace Square, stands The State Hermitage Museum, Russia’s biggest 

museum and one of the world’s oldest ones. It houses collections from various historic periods, priceless treasures 

of Western European art, as well as major Greek antiquities of the late classical period.

Greece outside Greece
By Dr Dimitra Tsangari, Curator of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection

Greek antiquities in Austria and in Russia 
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CULTURE SPECIAL • GREECE OUTSIDE GREECE



Museum of the History of Art, Vienna 

(Kunsthistorisches Museum, Wien)

The Museum of the History of Art in Vienna is housed 

in an imposing palace and this year celebrates its 130th 

anniversary. Its doors opened for the public for the first 

time in 1891, under Emperor Franz-Josef, who wished 

the Museum to become home to all the collections of the 

Royal House of Hapsburg. Apart from the masterpieces 

of the Picture Gallery, the Museum also houses a major collection of works from ancient Greece, of which 

2,500 items are exhibited to the public, spanning a period of three millennia. Special mention should also be 

made to the Coin Collection, which is presented in three halls and numbers nearly 600,000 items (coins, 

medals, banknotes). 

Austria, Vienna
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Museum of the History of Art, Vienna
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Apoxyomenos (the “Scraper”), 340-330 B.C.
Bronze statue of an athlete depicted in the act of cleaning his left 
arm and wrist. In antiquity, prior to the competition the athletes 
coated their body with oil, to protect it from their opponent’s 
holds. At the end of the competition, they cleaned their skin by 
scraping it using special curved instruments (strigils) to remove 
sweat and dust. The statue was found in 1896 in Ephesus and 
was assembled from 234 fragments.

Attic grave stele (headstone), mid-4th century B.C.
A bearded old man and a woman are bidding farewell to the seated figure of 
the departed woman on whose grave this particular stele had been placed. 
The stele comes from a graveyard in Attica. 

Asclepius, mid-4th century B.C.
One of the most beautiful statues of the god, shown resting with his left hand on his 

cane, around which a snake is wrapped. It is probably the work of the sculptor 
Bryaxis, who worked on the decoration of the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus. 

Head of Aristotle, 1-2 century A.D.
Roman copy after the original bronze statue created in the 4th century B.C. The statue was lost 

because it was recast to obtain the metal, but Aristotle's face was preserved in approximately 
20 marble copies, which are exhibited in various museums around the world. The work in Vienna is 

considered one of the best surviving copies, vividly rendering the philosopher’s personality.

Vienna, Museum of the History of Art
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The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg

The Museum, which occupies five buildings, took its name 

from the French word hermitage, which means the dwelling 

of a hermit. It was established in 1764 by Catherine the 

Great, who was an art lover and wanted to house its private 

collection of art. The Museum’s collections were also 

enriched by her heirs. Under Czar Nicholas I, the Museum 

was expanded and in 1852 a new building was inaugurated, 

opening for the public for the first time. In the years of the 

Russian Revolution, the imperial Hermitage suffered great damages and was proclaimed a public museum. 

The Museum saw its old glory being gradually restored from 1990 onwards and today, its collections, numbering 

some 3,000,000 artefacts, are presented in 1,000 halls. Its collection of Greek antiquities includes sculptures, 

bases, jewelry, signets, and many coins.

Russia, St. Petersburg

The State Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg
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Venus of Tauris, 3-2 century B.C.

Is considered one of the best and most faithful copies of the legendary Aphrodite 

of Cnidus by Praxiteles, created in the 4th century B.C. It was the first ever ancient 

Greek work of art to arrive in St. Petersburg, after Peter the Great finally obtained 

following multiple negotiations with the Pope. It is considered to be the most 

impressive Greek exhibit in the whole of the Hermitage Museum.

Head of Athena, early 1st century A.D.

Roman copy after the original bronze statue of the goddess, made by the sculptor Cresilas 

in 430-420 B.C.

Asclepius, 1-2 century A.D.

Roman copy after the original 5th century B.C. bronze 

statue located in Athens. The god is shown holding a phiale 

in his left hand and in his right hand a club, around which

 a snake is wrapped.

St. Petersburg, The State Hermitage Museum
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Horse rider, first quarter of 5th century B.C.

The 18cm-high bronze horse rider adorned the handle of a bronze cauldron. 

It comes from a workshop of the Peloponnese.

Red-figure urn, mid-4th century B.C.

Depicts the contest between Athena and Poseidon.

Attributed to an attic pottery workshop.

Black-figure urn, 520-510 B.C.

The painting on the body of the vase depicts Hercules and Triton, 

while in the band directly above, Hercules is fighting with

 the Nemean lion. It comes from an attic pottery workshop and

 is attributed to the Antimenes painter.

St. Petersburg, The State Hermitage Museum
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Attributed to an attic pottery workshop.
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The establishment of Bank of Kalamata, 1918

    n Greece, the end of the First World War gave rise to expectations of an economic upturn, driven mainly by the robustness of 

    the drachma and the restoration, albeit elementary, of the functioning of the international economy. 

These expectations also mobilized several Greek entrepreneurs, who were quick to invest in banking ventures launched both 

country-wide and at local level. The favorable prospects of a credit explosion could guarantee a sustained climate of optimism. 

Thus, a significant number of new banks were added to the banking institutions already in place.

Given these circumstances, the establishment on 14 March 1918 of the Bank of Kalamata, which absorbed the J.F. Costopoulos 

Bank, can only be seen as a natural step forward. However, the new bank has one characteristic that distinguishes it from the other 

banks that were established in those years: it is one of the very few new banking institutions to come from the transformation of a 

local banking enterprise. The irony was that the founder of this Bank, John F. Costopoulos, did not live to see the completion of his 

new business venture, as he died at the age of sixty-one, just eleven days after the signing of the contract for its establishment. 

The new Bank has now the legal form of a Société Anonyme company and its share capital of 1,000,000 drachmas, divided into 

2,000 shares, was distributed between Popular Bank, which subscribed for 400 shares, Dionyssios Loverdos, who participated in a 

private capacity with 100 shares, Demetrios Costopoulos, who retained the majority stake of 1,100 shares, and Agamemnon Danos,

Cheque form, 1920s, Alpha Bank Historical Archives

I
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The standards that define the operation of the Bank to Kalamata do not differ from those followed by its predecessor, 

the J.F. Costopoulos Bank. It continues to function as a purely local bank, adopting an approach that was expressed clearly in the 

bank’s very first Annual Report: “The importance of the prosperity of Bank of Kalamata is also worth mentioning from another 

point of view, as it testifies to the viability of the Bank in a provincial area, signaling the first noteworthy effort for rationalism, 

[namely] the successful application of an organic principle under which local actors protect local interests.”

However, the local character of the Bank of Kalamata does not negate a paradox in the way it is organized. Although its registered 

office is in Kalamata, all Members of its Board of Directors, with the exception of only two, live in Athens, where its Board of 

Directors also holds its meetings. V. Stylianidis, until then Department Head at Popular Bank, was appointed Manager of the new 

bank’s Main Branch. Spyros Costopoulos assumed the duties of Assistant Manager, after resigning for this reason from the 

temporary Patras Branch of Popular Bank, where he held the same position. 

From the first moment of its operation, Bank of Kalamata focused its efforts on expanding its clientele and on dynamically attracting 

deposits from those that continued to flow massively into Kalamata, mainly from the USA. Moreover, its lending activities were also 

particularly strong. Through the facilities it offered to its customers, it managed to hold its own against the competition from the other 

banks and to establish itself, almost right from the start, in the market of Kalamata.

who held the remaining 400 shares for his own account. A small number of shares, which can be assumed to belong to those 

subscribed to by Demetrios Costopoulos, were offered to the general public of Kalamata. The expressions of interest received 

stood ultimately at seven times the value of the shares offered.
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The Alpha Bank Library
Dionysios Solomos

       he period of the Greek people’s fight to free themselves from the Ottoman Empire coincides with the appearance of the   

       great poet from the Ionian Islands, Dionysios Solomos. He was born on 8 April 1798, in Zakynthos and his parents were 

count Nikolaos Solomos and Angeliki Nikli, who apart from Dionysios had one more son, Dimitrios. As his father died when 

Dionysios was at a very young age, the child grew up in his father's home in Zakynthos until 1808, when he left to study in 

Italy, accompanied by his Italian teacher Santo Rossi. He graduated from the Lyceum of Cremona and was enrolled at the 

Faculty of Law of the University of Pavia, where he studied until 1817, but without completing his studies. Alongside his 

studies, he began writing poems in Italian and came into contact with major representatives of Italian literature at the time. 

In 1818 he returned to Zakynthos, where there was an active literary intellectual scene, staying there for ten years. 

It was there that he composed his first poems in Greek, although his education was mainly classical and Italian. 

In 1828, after frictions with his brother over financial and inheritance issues, he moved permanently to Corfu, in a spiritual, 

quiet and secluded environment that suited his peculiar character and his involvement with poetry. In Corfu, Dionysios 

Solomos became acquainted with important poets of the time and with well-educated intellectuals who had a deep knowledge 

of art. Very soon, he occupied a central position among them, while his reputation had also extended to the free Greek state, 

with the most important representatives of the First Athenian School expressing their admiration for his work. 

He died on 9 February 1857, in Corfu.

T
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The first extensive and most famous poem he composed in the Greek language is the “Hymn to Liberty”, inspired by the Revolution 

of 1821. It was written in Zakynthos in 1823 and then published in Missolonghi and Paris in 1825. The editorial success of the poem 

helped the Greek Revolution and its European vindication and, at the same time, established Solomos as Greece’s national poet.

The events of the Greek Revolution inspired four more poems by Solomos, the ode “To Markos Botsaris” (1823-1824), the ode 

“To the death of Lord Byron” (1825), the epigram “The Destruction of Psara” (1825), and the poem “The Free Besieged”, which he 

continued to work on until 1845. For this poem he had originally written a sketch in Italian, provisionally titled “Prophecy of the Fall of 

Missolonghi”, which later, during 1829-1833, in Corfu, where he had by then settled, he reworked in Greek, in order to include it in the 

work “The Woman of Zakynthos”.

Of course, the events of the Revolution had also influenced other works of his, especially during his “Zakynthiot” period, which have 

a different central theme, such as the romantic poem “Lambros”, in which reference is made to the Souliotes and their struggles against 

Ali Pasha, and the prose “The Woman of Zakynthos” (first edition 1826-1829), where the revolution is explicitly the historical context, 

dominated by the siege and the fall of Missolonghi. 1833 marked the beginning of Solomos’ most mature period as a poet, evidenced 

by works such as the unfinished poems “The Cretan” (1833), “Porfyras” (1849) etc., while during the last decade of his life, after 1847, 

he began to write again poems and prose in Italian, all of which however remained unfinished, in the form of sketches.

A shared characteristic of his poems is their fragmentary form, since none –except for the “Hymn to Liberty”– is complete. Moreover, 

with only a few exceptions, nearly none of his works were published by Solomos himself. For formulating the language in which he wrote, 

he studied the folk songs, the work of the pre-solomic poets, the popular and Cretan literature, which were among the best examples, 

until then, of the use of the Greek demotic in literature. He supported the establishment of a literary language based on the language of 

the people, edited, of course, by the poet, and he used the arguments of the French Enlightenment about the use of national languages 

in literature, as well as examples from the works of the Italian poetry, to reinforce his views.

The Bank's Library Collection includes several works by Dionysios Solomos, such as poems, poetry collections and prose, as well as 

studies on the poet and special editions paying tribute to his life and work, etc. 

In order to watch the titles, please click here.
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Alpha Asset Management M.F.M.C.
“Proud to add value to your assets”

        lpha Asset Management M.F.M.C., with a 30-year long record of successful 

        investment activity and innovation in managing mutual funds, continues to 

generate value and to reward numerous shareholders who trust the Alpha Mutual Funds to 

help them effectively manage their assets. Making the world of investments accessible to 

everyone, the Company offers 23 internationally recognized Mutual Funds that invest 

in the major international markets and in growing activity sectors, offering sustained top 

returns over time. At the same time, Alpha Asset Management M.F.M.C. has joined the 

UN-backed PRI Initiative and, with its investment approach, actively supports the 

sustainable development of the economy.

An advertising campaign aimed at informing investors was launched in March, with the key 

communication message: “Proud to add value to your assets”. The campaign presented 

the Alpha Mutual Funds that achieved top-in-class performance in 2020 and their 

superior returns, occupying top rankings in their respective categories over the last 10 years.

The campaign was strengthened during April, with a relevant video advertisement on the internet and in Social Media.

In order to watch the video advertisement on the internet, click here.

A
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Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd
Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd supports the State Health Services Organization 

Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd main sponsor of the Cyprus Association of Kidney Patients’ Friends 

        lpha Bank Cyprus Ltd is actively supporting the State Health 

        Services Organization (SHSO) in the fight against the Covid-19 

pandemic, by helping to cover the needs for medical equipment of the 

Intensive Care Unit at Nicosia General Hospital.

More specifically, the Bank has donated to Nicosia General Hospital a 

state-of-the-art breathing support machine (Carescape R860 ventilator). 

Thanks to its “smart’’ technology, the ventilator is expected to greatly 

assist medical and nursing staff in providing individualised treatment to 

patients. 

A

        nce again this year, the Bank supported, as the main sponsor, 

        the 29th Annual Awareness and Prevention Week for Chronic Kidney 

Disease, organized by the Cyprus Association of Kidney Patients’ Friends. 

More specifically, as part of its Social Responsibility Program, Alpha Bank 

Cyprus Ltd has provided the Association with financial support. Moreover, 

the campaign’s donation coupons were available for sale in all of the Bank’s 

Branches, therefore actively promoting the key message of the World 

Awareness Day, “Living well with kidney Disease”.

O
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From left to right: The Manager of the Marketing and Public Relations 
Division of Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd, Elena Constantinou - Riri, 
Marinos Shaxiates, Head of Strategic Planning and Marketing, SHSO 
and Irene Prokopiou, Chief Operating Officer, SHSO.
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Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd supported the 21st “Love Route”

The Bank participated in WWF’s global “Earth Hour” initiative

       or yet another year, the Bank supported the annual “Love Route”, organized by the Cyprus Association for Children with  

       Cancer and Related Diseases, “One Dream One Wish”.

More specifically, Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd provided financial support to the Association’s efforts for the promotion of this 

year’s campaign for the 21st five-day Pancyprian Motorcycle Ride, which took place between 17 and 21 March 2021.

The aim of the campaign was to inform and raise public awareness, as well as financially support the Association’s fund, 

which fulfills the wishes of children and young adults with cancer.

F

       lpha Bank Cyprus Ltd participated, once again this year, in WWF’s global   

       “Earth Hour” initiative, contributing in this way to the efforts made to raise 

awareness on energy consumption and its impact on the natural environment. 

On Saturday, 27 March 2021, Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd switched off the lights at 

its Head Offices in Nicosia for one hour, from 20:30 until 21:30. The Bank also 

urged its Employees to actively participate in the initiative from home, sending 

a strong message for the protection of the environment and the need for 

sustainable growth. 

A
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Alpha Bank Romania
The Alpha PhonePOS app was awarded at the “2021 E-Finance Awards Gala”

       he Alpha PhonePOS app of Alpha Bank Romania was presented with an award in the “Best eProduct” category, during   

       the 18th edition of the “E-Finance Awards Gala”, organized by the Piața Financiară magazine.

During its 18 years of existence, the “E-Finance Awards Gala” has become a landmark market event, highlighting and 

rewarding the most ambitious, inspired and innovative projects in the financial sector and the IT & Communications sector.

The Alpha PhonePOS app offers to entrepreneurs and freelance professionals the possibility to accept contactless payments 

made using debit, credit or pre-paid cards or smart payment devices (smartwatches or smartphones), requiring only an 

Android device with built-in NFC technology.

T 
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“Google Pay”: A new service by Alpha Bank Romania

       lpha Bank Romania offers to its Customers who are Visa cardholders the Google Pay service, a new, simple, fast and  

       secure payment method for Android mobile phones.

The service is offered free of charge upon the Customer’s subscription to the Alpha e-statements application, and requires 

only a Visa card issued by Alpha Bank and a compatible Android device.

The Executive Vice-President - Retail Banking of Alpha Bank Romania Cristian Dragos made the following 

statement: “We are very happy to add the Google Pay service to the payment ecosystem of Alpha Bank Romania. 

It is another important step that we are taking in the digitization process, accelerated by the current pandemic. 

We are constantly seeking to ensure that the mobile payment services we provide to our Customers meet their needs for 

fast and secure contactless transactions.”

A
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Alpha Bank Albania SHA
A message of thanks from the CEO of Alpha Bank Albania SHA 

to the Bank’s female Employees for the International Women’s Day 

        n the occasion of the International Women’s Day’, Alpha Bank Albania SHA created a video featuring snapshots from the   

        private and professional life of the Bank’s female Employees, who received the praise and thanks of the Bank’s Chief 

Executive Officer Georgios Papanastasiou.

In his message, Mr. Papanastasiou said: “You are amazing and every day you prove it in every possible way. 

You accomplish your dreams and you conquer your fears. You set an example, you show your strength, you expand your 

potential and you enrich your capabilities. You are supportive and full of emotions. Thank you for who you are!” 

In Alpha Bank Albania SHA, women account for 67% of the Bank’s Personnel, while they also hold 46% of managerial positions.

You can watch the video here.

O
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Voluntary Blood Donation by Alpha Bank Albania Personnel

       lpha Bank Albania SHA, in collaboration with Red Cross Albania,  

       has organized two Voluntary Blood Donation Days celebrating the 

most simple and selfless donation to society.

Despite the challenges caused by the ongoing pandemic, the Bank set 

two days for Blood Donation, April 1 and 8, 2021, attracting a large 

number of volunteers.

This year’s Blood Donation initiative is organized for the 11th 

consecutive year by Alpha Bank Albania SHA, in the framework of the 

long tradition of the Alpha Bank Group in Employees blood donation 

which started in 2004. In Albania there are currently 600 patients with thalassemia who need 800 blood units monthly, and 

donating blood is one of the easiest ways to help save lives. In fact, each pint of blood donated can save up to three lives! 

Furthermore, in an effort to increase public awareness on the importance of blood donation, which is one of the greatest 

social initiatives and a real celebration of life-saving contributions Alpha Bank Albania SHA created a special social media 

campaign.

A 
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