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“Together, for better health”

      he Corporate Social Responsibility programme “Together, for better health”, through which Alpha Bank offers medical 

      equipment and pharmaceutical supplies to support the medical centres of Greek islands, was launched in 2014 and is 

consistently carried out in collaboration with the non-profit organisation “Agoni Grammi Gonimi”.

The Programme’s main objective is to actively support the efforts to improve health services by covering the documented 

needs of local medical centres in medical equipment and pharmaceutical supplies, as well as to help enhance the local 

residents’ sense of security in terms of their access to medical care. In terms of the islands covered by the Programme, 

it is pointed out that the Bank is not always present locally with a Branch.

For 2019, deliveries of medical equipment and pharmaceutical supplies were made to the following islands: Aghios Efstratios, 

Aghios Nikolaos (Crete), Alonissos, Hydra, Kimolos, Kythira, Poros, Psara and Thirasia.

T
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On behalf of the Bank, present at this year’s deliveries were the Manager of the Attica and Eastern Continental Greece Branch 

Division Georgios Rapanakis, the Manager of the Peloponnese, Western Greece and Ionian Islands Branch Division Emmanouil 

Kalloudis, the Manager of the Aegean Islands and Crete Branch Division Maria Papageorgiou, the Manager of the Corporate 

Communications Division Olga Yannacopoulou, the Assistant Manager of the Attica and Eastern Continental Greece Branch 

Division George Nikas, the Assistant Manager of the Aegean Islands and Crete Branch Division, Vasileios Rizopoulos, the 

Curator of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection Dr Dimitra Tsangari, the CSR Senior Officer Sylvia Kourkouli, the Managers 

and members of the Personnel of the local Alpha Bank Branches, Executives of the Aegean Islands and Crete Branch Division 

and Executives of the Marketing and Public Relations Division. 

Since the Programme’s launch, more than 233,504 items of pharmaceutical supplies and medical equipment have been 

delivered to 51 islands to this day.

It is worth noting that in Thirasia, on the same day on which the “Together for better health” programme visited the island, the 

students of the local Primary School became acquainted with the educational programme of the Bank’s Numismatic Collection 

“Nomos-Nomizo-Nomisma” and received the Programme’s interactive, original suitcase, which contains custom-designed 

educational material. The students of the island’s Lyceum and Gymnasium attended a talk given by the Curator of the 

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection Dr Dimitra Tsangari, titled: “The fascinating history of coins”, while their School Library was 

enriched with the publications of the Bank’s Numismatic Collection. Launched in 2017, the “Nomos-Nomizo-Nomisma” 

programme gives school students the opportunity to learn the history of coins and become familiar with their iconography, 

circulation and use as a transaction medium.

In order to watch the video for the “Together, for better health” programme, click here.
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Distinctions of the Bank at the “Event Awards 2019”

       lpha Bank received three awards at the “Event Awards 2019” ceremony, which was held on July 10, 2019.

       The Bank was distinguished for the successful organisation of the “4th Dine Athens”, the top culinary event in Athens 

by Alpha Bank, which this year noted a participation record of 34,000 visitors.

During the “4th Dine Athens”, Athenians had the opportunity to enjoy top culinary creations in more than 120 selected 

restaurants, from January 28 through February 13, 2019. In addition, they had the opportunity to participate in specially 

designed themed-events with award-winning chefs of the international gastronomic scene. 

Specifically, “Dine Athens” received, for the fourth consecutive year, the following awards: 

• Gold Award in the category: Design / Branding

• Silver Award in the category: Culinary Event 

• Silver Award in the category: Integrated Marketing Campaign

Zafiria Paraskevopoulou, Adamantini Patoulia and Athanassios Smponias from the Customer Experience and Loyalty Division

received the awards on behalf of the Bank.

A

Snapshots from the “Event Awards 2019” ceremony.
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Left to right: Kalliopi – Maria Zekente from the Economic Research
Division and the Manager of the Investor and Analyst Relations Division
Dimitrios Kostopoulos.

Alpha Bank participated in a series
of international conferences and Roadshows

   n June 2019, the Management of Alpha Bank as well as Executives from the Investor and Analyst Relations Division 

   carried out a series of meetings with foreign institutional investors, in Conferences which leading financial institutions 

such as Goldman Sachs, UBS, HSBC and Wood & Co held in Paris, Athens, London and New York. The Bank further 

participated in the “8th Greek Investment Forum” organised by the Athens Stock Exchange (ATHEX) in New York. 

The Bank’s representatives carried out a total of 48 meetings, with more than 80 portfolio managers from 68 international 

investment companies. The main points of discussions held, were focused on the outlook of the Greek Economy, the 

progress on the reduction of the non performing exposures and the contemplated systemic solutions, and also the 

Bank’s profitability going forward.

I
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New, improved process for the legalisation of the representatives
of Legal Entities who are Alpha Bank Customers

I   n the context of the Bank’s digital transformation, the successful completion of a number of actions, in combination with 
   the New Legalisations System, have significantly improved the process regarding the legalisation of Legal Entities’ 
representatives. This new reality does not affect the Bank’s Customers only but also its Officers, as these now have at their 
disposal new tools and functionalities which make the process easier and more efficient.

In more detail, Customers can now:

• Be informed in good time about the impending expiry of their legalisation 
 An information mechanism was created and implemented on multiple communication channels, via which Customers are
 informed in good time about the impending expiry of their legalisation, thus ensuring that there will be no interruption to 
 their transactions. 

In particular, Customers can now be informed in the following ways:
 - By electronic message (e-mail)
 - By an information message displayed on the home screen of myAlpha Web for Businesses
 - By a custom message printed on the statements of their deposit accounts.

Information message about the impending expiry of legalisation documents on myAlpha Web for Businesses

THE BANK
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• Be informed about the required legalisation documents using the “Legalisation Guide for Legal Entities”, 
 available on the Bank’s website, at: www.alpha.gr
 A new tool has been developed and is available on the Bank’s website, using which Customers are informed easily and 
 quickly about the required legalisation documents.

• Be informed about the required legalisation documents and submit them via myAlpha Web for Businesses
 A dedicated section titled “Online Legalisation for Legal Entities” has been created on myAlpha Web for Businesses, 
 enabling Customers registered with the service to be informed, easily and quickly, about the legalisation documents 
 required in each particular case, submit these online and track the progress of legalisation renewal requests.

“Legalisation Guide for Legal Entities” on www.alpha.gr

 “Online Legalisation for Legal Entities” on myAlpha Web for Businesses

THE BANK
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In addition to the new capabilities offered to Customers, the Bank’s Officers too have at their disposal new, improved 

tools and functionalities, as the following have been created:

• New process and functionality for the Branch Network  
 The Branch Network is now relieved from the very significant time and effort involved in digitising, keeping on file and 

 forwarding electronically the legalisation documents of Legal Entities, as a new functionality has been developed, using 

 which the Officers of the Branch Network can now inform Customers about the legalisation documents required in each 

 particular case. 

• New Support Team
 To support the new legalisation process, a new Team was established within the Operations Division and tasked with the 

 mass digitisation of legalisation documents, the tracking and management of legalisation requests in the new Legalisations 

 System and, finally, with updating accordingly the relevant systems of the Bank. With the establishment of this dedicated 

 Team, a significant part of the legalisation process is decentralised, thus relieving the load of the Branch Network.

The project was implemented in the context of the Customer Journeys using the agile methodology and forms 
part of the development by the Bank of a new digital customer onboarding process for Legal Entities. To this 
end, an interdepartmental team composed of representatives of competent Divisions has been set up and 
assigned a common working space. This team is responsible for planning and developing the new process, 
with a clear focus on enhancing Customer experience and the Bank's operational efficiency.

The Business Onboarding Customer Journey Team.

THE BANK
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Human Resources Division
Together ... with young people 

at a Daily Seminar on the Modern Labour Market

       n Tuesday, June 25, 2019, the Human Resources Division, in collaboration with Adecco Group, held a Daily Seminar titled: 

       “Challenges and Opportunities in the Modern Labour Market” for Employees’ children aged over 18. 

The Coordinators of the Seminar were Adecco Executives Mrs Georgia Alexopoulou and Mr. Charis Konstantinidis, who presented 

to the participants details on subjects such as what businesses are looking for today, how to properly write a CV, how to prepare 

for a job interview, social networking tools and their contribution to finding a job, also providing answers to all questions from the 

participants.

THE BANK
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Human Resources Division
Together ... at a Safe Water Sports Daily Seminar 

on safety at sea and water sports

       n Thursday, July 25, 2019, the Human Resources Division, in collaboration with the non-profit social initiative Safe Water 

       Sports, held a Daily Seminar titled: “Safety at sea and watersports”. 

The speakers from Safe Water Sports presented their great work, which aims to serve as a reference point and basic information 

tool on water sports and safety in Greece. Using an approach based on questions, they presented some basic rules and spoke 

about the Safe Water Sports app and what it can offer. The Seminar was attended by Employees of the Bank, together with their 

children aged over 16.

THE BANK
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Training Division
Key training programmes in June 2019

      raining activity for the first semester of 2019 was completed in June, with 29 training programmes and the 
      participation of 2,006 persons.

Specifically, training programmes for the Bank of Greece’s Investment Operations exams and the Bancassurance exams 
as well as training of the Deputy AML Officers and training in the Bank's Personnel Data Recording System took place, 
while Internal Certifications exams were also held.

T

Internal Certifications

On June 8, 2019, the first semester exams for Internal Certifications – Workout Operations took place and on June 22, 
2019, the exams for the Personnel of the Bank’s Branch Network. 

Concerning Workout, 46 persons (36%) have completed all Certificates required, while participation from the Branch 
Network was, once more, high, as 418 persons sat exams for 456 Certificates (some of them sat exams for more than 
one Certificate). The success rate was 78.95%. 

THE BANK
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Results per Certificate can be seen in the following index:

Internal Certifications 

JUNE 2019

     Success 
Certificate Candidates Pass Fail

 Rate

KNOW YOUR CUSTOMER 57 53 4 92.98%

TRANSACTIONS 1  34 27 7 79.41%

TRANSACTIONS 2  42 38 4 90.48%

CTO TRANSACTIONS CONTROL  18 17 1 94.44%

CONSUMER LOANS OPERATIONS  24 21 3 87.50%

HOUSING LOANS OPERATIONS  51 34 17 66.67%

CRO DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENT OPERATIONS  40 24 16 60.00%

GOLD DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENT OPERATIONS  5 4 1 80.00%

BANCASSURANCE FOR RETAIL CUSTOMERS  21 19 2 90.48%

BUSINESS FINANCING OPERATIONS 30 23 7 76.67%

WORKOUT  25 17 8 68.00%

LETTERS FOR GUARANTEE  18 18 0 100.00%

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 17 17 0 100.00%

BANCASSURANCE FOR BUSINESSES 6 4 2 66.67%

VALUES FOR COLLECTION  27 19 8 70.37%

LETTERS OF CREDIT  41 25 16 60.98%

Certificates Total 456 360 96 78.95%

THE BANK



<       15 / 54       >

“CRETAN CITIES. THE TESTIMONY OF THE COINS”
Exhibition of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection at the Museum of ancient Eleutherna
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        n Sunday, June 30, 2019, the temporary exhibition “CRETAN CITIES. 

       THE TESTIMONY OF THE COINS” opened at the Museum of ancient 

Eleutherna. The Exhibition is jointly organised by the Ephorate of Antiquities 

of Rethymno/Museum of ancient Eleutherna, the University of Crete and the 

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection.

The Exhibition presents the coinage of ancient Cretan cities and the circulation 

of coins on the island, in order to shed light on aspects of these cities’ history at 

a time that remains somewhat 

obscure to research, that of the 

Classical and Hellenistic times.

Coins are indisputable witnesses to 

social developments, while the study 

of their iconography reveals important 

historical data relating to religion and 

cult practices, to the economy, 

as well as to contacts, commercial or other, even alliances forged both between 

the cities themselves and with the rest of the Mediterranean world – and beyond. 

The study of numismatics shows that, in historical times, city-states existed in 

Crete that were defined by indigenous populations, self-sufficiency and a distinct 

local identity. It is estimated that forty mints operated in Crete during the Classical 

and Hellenistic periods.

O
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The Exhibition is structured along two thematic sections. 

The first section presents the coins of ancient Cretan cities along the lines of Crete’s current geographic division into four 

Prefectures. The tour begins from the west, in the Prefecture of Chania, continues to the Prefecture of Rethymno, then moves 

on to the Prefecture of Herakleio and concludes at the eastern part of the island, in the Prefecture of Lassithi.

The second section indicatively presents the circulation of coins in Crete. Foreign coins reached the island mainly through 

the mercenary activities of Cretans in military operations carried out by the great powers of the Hellenistic period, as well 

as through the presence of foreign troops in Crete. Foreign coin issues were hoarded and several of these were overstruck – 

that is, they were used as flans to mint local coins. 

 

The 124 coins on loan from the four Ephorates of Antiquities of Crete (Herakleio, Lassithi, Rethymno and Chania) and the 

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection, highlight aspects of the island’s history during the Classical and Hellenistic periods.

The Exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue, in Greek and English, containing rich photographic material.

The Exhibition is complemented by: 

 • the Coin-o-rama, a multimedia application developed by the Institute of Computer Science (ICS) of the Foundation for 

  Research and Technology – Hellas (FORTH), which offers visitors blow-up images of the coins on display and additional 

  information about them. The application also enables visitors ‘to make their own coin’. 

Τ
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The inauguration took place on Saturday, June 29, 2019, by the Regional Governor of Crete Mr. Stavros Arnaoutakis. After the 

opening speech given by Professor Nicholas Stampolidis, Professor of Archaeology in the University of Crete and Director of the 

excavations and of the Research Centre of ancient Eleutherna, addresses were delivered by the Mayor of Rethymno Mr. Giorgis 

Marinakis, the Head of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Rethymno Mrs Anastasia Tzigounaki, the Rector of the University of Crete 

Professor Odysseas Zoras, the Manager of the Aegean Islands and Crete Branch Division Maria Papageorgiou and the Curator 

of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection Dr Dimitra Tsangari. Present at the inauguration were also the MP for Rethymno 

Mr. Giannis Kefalogiannis, the Deputy Regional Governor of Rethymno Mrs Maria Lioni, the President of the Public Benefit 

Enterprise of the Municipality of Rethymno (KEDIR) Mrs Pepi Birliraki, representatives of the Ephorates of Antiquities of Crete and 

representatives of various organisations and associations, together with a large number of other guests. On behalf of the Bank, 

present at the event were the Manager of the Corporate Communications Division Olga Yannacopoulou, the Assistant Manager of 

the Marketing and Public Relations Division Eleni Stergiou, the Manager of Rethymno Branch Vassilios Champsas and the Manager 

of Herakleio Branch Konstantinos Dafnomilis.

ORGANISATION – SUPERVISION OF THE EXHIBITION

Professor Nicholas Chr. Stampolidis, Professor of Archaeology in the University of Crete, Director of Excavations/Research Centre, 

Museum of ancient Eleutherna 

Dr Dimitra Tsangari, Numismatist, Curator of the Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection 

Dr Mimika Giannopoulou, Archaeologist, Executive Member of the Board of Directors, Head of the Division of Cultural Products, 

Archaeological Resources Fund

EXHIBITION DURATION:

June 30 – December 15, 2019

MUSEUM OF ANCIENT ELEUTHERNA 

Eleutherna Mylopotamos

RETHYMNO
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Snapshots from the opening of the Exhibition.
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“Nomos-Nomizo-Nomisma”
Review of the academic year 2018-2019

      he Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection’s educational programme “Nomos-Nomizo-Nomisma” continued, for the third consecutive 

      academic year, its journey to different schools around Greece, inside a specially designed suitcase. Overall, 57 schools 

from all over Greece, namely Kindergartens, Primary Schools, Gymnasiums, Lyceums, took part in the Educational Programme 

during the academic year 2018-2019. 

In addition, an educational seminar for Teachers was held in Veria, in collaboration with the Directorate of Primary Education 

of the Prefecture of Imathia, the 3rd PE.K.E.S. of Central Macedonia and the K.E.P.A. of the Municipality of Veria.

T
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For the second time, the Programme’s suitcase travelled abroad, to Lausanne in Switzerland, at the school of the Association 

“Greek for All / Grec pour Tous” in the context of the event titled: “Lausanne Méditerranées” from 8 to 13 October, 2018.

The journey is scheduled to continue in the next academic year, 2019-2020, as applications for participation have already 

been submitted.

Academic year 2018-2019

58 regions

26 cities

57 schools

2,623 students
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The Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection participates in the exhibition titled:
“From the South to the North. Colonies of the Cyclades in the northern Aegean”

       n Friday, July 12, 2019, a new temporary exhibition titled: “From the South to
       the North. Colonies of the Cyclades in the northern Aegean” opened 

at the Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki.

The Exhibition focuses on the colonisation of the northern Aegean by the Cycladic 

people, just before the mid-7th century BC. The narrative presented seeks to 

explore the causes, the circumstances and the motives which led to the emergence 

of the colonisation flow from Paros and Andros to the northern Aegean, the individual 

as well as the common characteristics of the metropolitan centres and of their 

colonies, the contribution of the sea routes to the formation of cultural and trade 

networks in the Aegean space and, from a broader perspective, the contacts and 

interactions between the indigenous populations and the settlers and the beginnings 

of the formation of the common Greek cultural tradition.

The Bank’s Numismatic Collection participates in the Exhibition with four ancient coins: two from Andros, one from Paros and 

one from Thassos.

The Exhibition further features the participation of the Ephorates of Antiquities of the Cyclades, of Chalcidice and Mount Athos, 

of Serres, of Kavala – Thassos and the Cast Museum of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki.

Exhibition duration: 12.7.2019 - 31.8.2020

Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki

6, M. Andronikou Street

Thessaloniki

O
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Andros
Silver didrachm, 250 – 200 BC

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection 10421

Paros
Silver drachm, 490 – 480 BC

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection 7419

Thasos
Silver stater, ca 463 BC

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection 7115

ThasosThasos

Paros

THE BANK • CULTURE



<       24 / 54       >

Summer school on “Ancient Greek and Roman Numismatics”

        n Wednesday, July 3, 2019, students from the summer school on “Ancient Greek and Roman Numismatics”, held for the 

       second time by the Institute of Historical Research of the National Hellenic Research Foundation, visited the Bank’s 

Numismatic Collection and attended a numismatics seminar at the Educational Programmes Hall. Overall, 18 students from 

10 different countries, accompanied by Numismatist Sophia Kremydi, acquainted themselves with the Collection’s history 

and its various activities, while they also discussed selected topics related to numismatics, ranging from the time coins first 

appeared to the Roman era.

Students showed particular interest in the method used to produce ancient coins and ‘struck’ themselves an Athenian 

tetradrachm and a tetradrachm of Alexander the Great, roughly following the ancient technique. Finally, they visited the 

Alpha Bank Numismatic Collection’s permanent Exhibition and received detailed informative material.

O
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Educational seminars by the Alpha Bank Art Collection
Completion of the second cycle

      he Alpha Bank Art Collection successfully completed the second cycle of its educational seminars, which are addressed 
      to postgraduate students of the Athens University History of Art Department. The programme titled: “Visual Arts in the 21st 
century Greece” was designed to provide students with a more specialised theoretical training, through eight monthly seminars. 
The second cycle of the educational seminars started in November 2018 and the participants received a certificate of attendance. 

On April 2, 2019, the sixth seminar titled: “Independent Artists, Art Critisism and History of Art: Crossing parallels, 
a timeline and a personal testimony” was conducted by Mr. Denys Zacharopoulos, art historian and art critic – Artistic 
Director of the Gallery, Museums and Collections of the City of Athens. His lecture focused on the institutions that, over time, 
define the creation, purchase and distribution of a work of art in opposition to the role of an independent, free artist.

On May 14, 2019, the seventh seminar titled: “Exhibitions without an expiry date. The creative process for an exhibition’s 
catalogue and supervisory material” was conducted by Mr. Thymios Presvytis, Art Director of Peak Publishing.  

On June 18, 2019, the eighth seminar titled: “Greek public benefit foundations after the crisis. Theory and Practice. 
The case of The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation” was conducted by the Director of The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation, 
Hector Verykios.

T
Mr. Denys Zacharopoulos. Mr. Thymios Presvytis. Hector Verykios.
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The Alpha Bank Cultural Centre in Nafplio hosted the
“Olympia Summer Academy 2019”

      he “Olympia Summer Academy”, jointly organised with the European International Studies Association (EISA), has been taking 

      place in Greece for the past twelve years. It is a programme mostly addressed to postgraduate students from around the 

world, as well as researchers, young professionals and final-year university students.

The Bank’s Cultural Centre in Nafplio hosted the Programme for the fourth consecutive year. Participants had the opportunity 

to attend seminars on political sciences, international relations and philosophy of history at the Centre, whose halls were 

modified accordingly.

T
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The publications “The Alpha Bank Collection: Paintings - Prints - Sculptures”
and “Images of the Sea: Works from the Collection of Alpha Bank”

will be sold by Alpha Bank at a discount of 40% throughout September 2019

      lpha Bank offers the publications “The Alpha Bank Collection: Paintings - Prints - Sculptures” (Greek and English 
      edition) and “Images of the Sea: Works from the Collection of Alpha Bank” at a discount of 40% throughout 
September 2019.

This Publication marks the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the establishment of the Bank and presents the most important 
works in the Alpha Bank Art Collection, dating from 1880 to the 
beginning of the 21st century, for the first time. The book includes 
a chronicle about the history of the Bank, a text on the creation 
and the contents of the Collection, separate texts on painting and 
printmaking in the 19th and the 20th century as well as an annex 
presenting the works of art, comprised of four parts dedicated to 
the works on the basis of the period they were created and of one 
part dedicated to printmaking. The Publication is completed with 
the biographical notes of the artists.

The Catalogue was published on the occasion of the Exhibition 
having the same title, where paintings exclusively from the 
Alpha Bank Art Collection, focusing on the theme of the sea, were 
presented. The paintings portray sailing ships, sea battles, 
harbours, seashores and modern vessels. The Catalogue comprises 
an introductory text along with an annex presenting reproductions 
of all the works in the Exhibition, which offer a complete image 
of the Greek art depicting themes of the sea. 

Edited by Irene Orati 
Athens 2005
Alpha Bank
Dimensions 31 x 25 cm
346 pages
Greek, English
ISBN 960-88823-1-1

Price: Euro 24.00 (hardcover)
            Euro 18.00 (paperback – 
            Greek edition only)

A

The Publications may be obtained either by visiting the “ALPHA BANK – CULTURE store” (40 Stadiou Street, ATHENS) and
the e-shop www.alphapolitismos.gr/eshop or by placing an order via telephone or e-mail (tel.: +30 210 326 2465, 
e-mail: infopolitismos@alpha.gr).

For any further clarification or information, please contact the Alpha Bank Library at +30 210 326 2440 and 210 326 2446.

Irene Orati, Aris Rapidis,
Despoina Tsourgianni
Athens 2004
Alpha Bank
Dimensions 28 x 21 cm
47 pages
Greek

Price: Euro 6.00
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       reek poet, playwright, translator and essayist Zoe Karelli (pen-name of Chrysoula Argyriadou), was born in Thessaloniki in 1901. 
       Her brother was the writer and painter Nikos Gabriel Pentzikis. She was taught foreign languages and music, while for a period 
of time she attended Literature classes at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She first appeared in the Greek literary scene in 
1935, when the magazine “The 3rd Eye” published her essay titled “Dispositions”. From time to time, she collaborated with various 
literary magazines, such as “New Era”, “New Hestia”, “Literary Chronicles” etc. She was a member of the editorial panel of the 
literary magazine “Kochlias” and served for many years in the artistic committee of the State Theatre of Northern Greece. She was 
awarded the Second State Literary Award for Poetry in 1956, for her poetry collection “Cassandra and other poems”, the First 
State Literary Award for Poetry in 1974, for “The poems of Zoe Karelli” and the Poetry Award of the Kostas and Eleni Ourani 
Foundation of the Academy of Athens in 1978, for the entire poetic work. In 1982 she was named a Corresponding Member in the 
Academy of Athens and in 1988 an Honorary Doctor of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She passed away in Thessaloniki, 
on July 16, 1998, at the age of 97.

She published twelve poetry collections, including “Course I” (1940), “The season of death” (1948), “Fantasy of time” (1949), 
“Copperplates and icons” (1952), “Cassandra and other poems” (1955), “Tales of the garden” (1955), “Antitheses” (1957), “The 
poems of Zoe Karelli” (1973), “Short anthology” (1988) etc. She also wrote five plays, was active as a translator, primarily of works 
by T. S. Eliot and P. Claudel and produced a very noteworthy corpus of essays. Poems of hers have been translated into many 
foreign languages. In her work, she has creatively assimilated the ancient, byzantine and modern Greek literary tradition, as well as 
the European one. The notion of existential anxiety stood out as a permanent feature in her entire work, while the rationally 
inconceivable was one of the main themes in her poetics. 

The Bank’s Library Collection includes several works by Zoe Karelli, such as poems, essays and more.

Please click here in order to view the titles.

The Alpha Bank Library
Zoe Karelli

G
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The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation

       he “3rd Contemporary Greek Music Festival” of Chios, entitled, this year: “Ancient Greece as a source of inspiration”,

       was held once again with the kind support of The J. F. Costopoulos Foundation from June 30 to July 11, 2019.

Its aim was to present the work of contemporary Greek composers of the 20th and 21st centuries, to reach out to the general 

public, to make use of the musicians of Chios and to offer young people opportunities for study. The programme of the Festival 

included concerts, lectures, workshops and seminars on instruments, courses in theory, musicology and composition.

T
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The J.F. Costopoulos Foundation

       

       in progress “Un homed - a journey towards”  

( ) 

O

https://youtu.be/2ONyEF2WIUw


Bonus in your summer purchases, at attica department stores!

   n the context of the summer sale season, on Monday, July 8, 2019, a new Bonus advertising campaign was launched, with the 

   key communication message: “Give your summer purchases a Bonus, with 1€=10 Bonus points, at attica department 

stores!”. 

Specifically, from July 8 to July 20, 2019, holders of Bonus cards who used them for their summer purchases at attica department 

stores earned 10 Bonus points for every Euro 1 of purchases made. The promotion was communicated via radio, the Internet, the 

Bonus App, the Bonus newsletter, instant messages (Viber) and social media.

In order to listen to the radio spot, click here.

I
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Live a unique artistic experience
with your Alpha Bank Mastercard®!

      his summer, the Alpha Bank Mastercard cards offer to their holders the opportunity to live a unique experience in the context 

      of the 2019 Athens and Epidaurus Festival. In particular, Customers who will use their Alpha Bank Mastercard (debit, credit 

or prepaid) to purchase tickets online for a performance of the Festival via ticketmaster.gr, have the opportunity to win 

a double ticket for one of the next major performances of the Festival, at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus and the Ancient 

Theatre of Epidaurus. 

Customers who will purchase their tickers from the Athens and Epidaurus Festival Box Offices at Stoa Pesmazoglou with 

their Alpha Bank Mastercard, will have the opportunity to win unique personalised packages for two persons, which include: 

• Backstage tour and attendance of the dress rehearsal one day before the official performance

• VIP tickets for the next performance

• A unique dinner at a high-quality restaurant, after the performance.

The promotion is valid until August 10, 2019 and was communicated to Customers via their monthly card account statements 

as well as on the Bank’s website www.alpha.gr.

T
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Taste Dining Experience:
a unique gastronomic trip from the Diners Club cards!

      aste Dining Experiences, the unique gastronomic nights which take place in various cities around the world, are coming for 

      the first time in Athens from the Diners Club cards, presenting to lovers of fine dining a top Athenian restaurant each month. 

The guests participate in a world of unique tastes, with specially curated menus from the chefs, offered at privileged rates.

In July, two Taste Dining Experiences took place: the first one at Fuga restaurant, with chef Dimitris Katrivesis welcoming guests 

to Casa Jaguar, the new Fuga space, with a menu specially curated for the Taste Dining Experience night, inspired by the 

Mediterranean summer scents in perfect harmony with textures and notes from Asia and Mexico. 

The second event was held at Spondi, the 2 Michelin-starred high gastronomy restaurant located in a beautiful neoclassical 

building in the heart of Athens, which for the Taste Dining Experience night offered a menu of tapas in their most refined version. 

Moreover, Diners Club cardholders had the opportunity to book their table before the booking period was announced (early 

booking). 

The promotion was communicated to Customers via text (SMS) and instant messages (Viber) as well as on the Bank’s website 

www.alpha.gr.

Taste Dining Experiences will be continued until the end of the year, with a unique restaurant and a special menu each time.

Τ
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The “Together with the children at the Museum and the Theatre”
programme at ELEPAP

      s part of the “Together with the children at the Museum and the Theatre” programme, a shadow theatre performance was 

      given on Wednesday, June 26, 2019, at ELEPAP - Rehabilitation for The Disabled. The children were amused by watching the 

performance in the company of Volunteers from the Bank’s Personnel, whose presence helped achieve the purpose of the event.

ELEPAP is a charitable, non-profit association which operates since 1937, providing rehabilitation services for children and 

supporting the development of children with physical disabilities and developmental difficulties.

A
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Alpha Bank sponsored the 3rd International Conference titled:
“The Greek Economy:

Investments, the financial system and access to the capital markets”

        he Bank sponsored the 3rd International Conference titled: “The Greek Economy: Investments, the financial system and 

       access to the capital markets”, organised by the Economic Chamber of Greece and hosted by the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation Cultural Center, under the auspices of the Presidency of the Hellenic Republic. 

The Conference featured prominent speakers, who focused on the steps the country needs to take in order to reinforce 

economic growth.

On behalf of the Bank, the Deputy CEO Non-Performing Loans and Treasury Management, Artemios Ch. Theodoridis, attended 

the Conference, participating as a member in the panel on: “The consolidation of the Greek banking system as a driver of 

economic growth”.

T

The Deputy CEO Non-Performing Loans and Treasury Management 
of Alpha Bank, Artemios Ch. Theodoridis.
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The Bank sponsored the
9th Corporate Social Responsibility Forum

       he Bank sponsored the 9th Corporate Social Responsibility Forum titled: “Investments, Extroversion and Social Responsibility. 

      Pillars for Sustainable Development”, organised by Capital Link.

The Forum highlighted the business sectors with the potential to become drivers for economic growth and the factors which 

contributed to the successful course of businesses abroad, while at the same time presentations were given of the tools and 

actions leading to the development of entrepreneurship locally and internationally, as well as of major corporate responsibility 

programmes which positively influence the Greek economy and society.

On behalf of the Bank, the Executive General Manager Non-Performing Loans – Wholesale, Theodoros I. Athanassopoulos, 

attended the Forum, participating as a member in the panel on: “NPLs as an Investment and Growth Opportunity”.

T

The Executive General Manager Non-Performing Loans – Wholesale 
of Alpha Bank, Theodoros I. Athanassopoulos.
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The Bank sponsored the 27th International Conference of IAME

      he Bank sponsored the 27th International Conference of the International Association of Maritime Economists (IAME), 

      organised by the Athens University of Economics and Business, under the auspices of H.E. the President of the Hellenic 

Republic, Mr. Prokopios Pavlopoulos.

The participants had the opportunity to be informed about recent developments in the shipping industry and to exchange views 

and experiences. 

On behalf of the Bank, the Manager of the Shipping Division, Konstantinos Sotiriou and the Assistant Manager of the same 

Division, Aikaterini Damianidou, attended the Conference, accompanied by Division Executives.

T
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Alpha Bank sponsored the
2nd International Conference on Natural Hazards and Infrastructure

      he Bank sponsored the 2nd International Conference on Natural Hazards and Infrastructure, held in Chania, Crete, from 

     June 23 to June 26, 2019, under the auspices of the National Technical University of Athens and ETH Zurich (the Swiss 

Federal Institute of Technology Zurich). 

It is nowadays indisputable that infrastructure worldwide is exposed to the threat of extreme natural phenomena and suffers 

from reduced resilience due to “aging” and the lack of resources for maintenance, while at the same time society is looking for 

sustainable practices that can only be based on synergies between the actors involved. This was the goal of the Conference, 

which was attended by leading actors from the academic community and the international business scene.

On behalf of the Bank, the Executive General Manager Private and Investment Banking, Ioannis M. Emiris, attended the 

Conference and gave a speech titled: “Risk allocation, Bankability and Mitigation”.

T

The Executive General Manager Private and Investment Banking 
of Alpha Bank, Ioannis M. Emiris.
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Participation of the Bank in International Scientific Conferences in Rhodes

       lpha Bank sponsored the 38th CIOSTA & CIGR V International Scientific Conference, with main subject the innovation 

       for the management of agricultural and forestry systems and main axis the decisions that are centered in the sustainability 

at the bio-economy sector. 

The Conference, held in Rhodes from June 24 to June 26, 2019, was attended by participants from 40 countries and forms 

part of the activities of the International Commission of Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering, established in 1930. 

The Bank also sponsored the 12th International EFITA - HAICTA - WCCA World Congress, held in Rhodes from June 27 to

June 29, 2019. During the Congress, which was attended by participants from more than 25 countries, presentations were 

made of the latest advances in information and communication technology regarding the development of systems for use in the 

agri-food sector as well as in the management of bio-systems.

On behalf of the Bank, the Manager of the Rhodes and Lindos Branches, Michail Machlis and the Manager of Aghios Ioannis 

Rhodou Branch, Nectaria Kambouropoulou, attended the Conferences.

A
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Alpha Bank sponsored
the 4th Koufonisia Classical Music Festival

        he Bank sponsored, for the second consecutive year, the Koufonisia Classical Music Festival in the context of which, 

       a series of high-profile musical events were held, featuring great performers from around the world.

The Festival, which seeks to connect the present with the past and with the region’s rich cultural history, serves as an alternative 

cultural proposal and a unique recreational experience for Greek and foreign art lovers alike and has been established as a 

major institution, not only for the island but also for the Small Cyclades and the Greek islands in general, as it promotes cultural 

decentralisation, which will benefit remote areas located far from the country’s capital. 

It should be noted that Koufonisia is a steadily growing tourist destination, attracting more than 3,000 tourists during the 

summer months.

T
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Alpha Bank supports the Clown Doctors programme
of the Friends of Social Paediatrics “Open Arms” organisation

     he Bank supports, since 2007, the Clown Doctors programme of the Friends of Social Paediatrics “Open Arms” organisation.

“Open Arms” is a non-profit organisation based in the “P. & A. Kyriakou” General Children’s Hospital. It was founded by a group 

of women volunteers, as a means of reaching out with “open arms” to embrace all hospitalised children suffering from chronic 

diseases.

The Programme is addressed to hospitalised children aged 3 to 14 and aims to assist the efforts to provide psychological 

support to the children themselves and to their parents and, by extension, to have a positive impact on the course of their 

illness and their eventual recovery. Studies have shown that the laughter and joy brought to the children by the Clown Doctors 

and their teams relieve the children’s stress and help them work better with medical and Nursing staff.

T
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The Bank supported the “Young Designers Competition”

       he Bank supported the visual artworks competition organised, for the sixth 

       consecutive year, by the “gr design” magazine. The competition is open to young 

designers aged 18 to 30, who wish to promote their work and have their talent recognised.

During the award ceremony, the Curator of the Bank’s Art Collection Irene Orati 

presented the “Alpha Bank Award” to young designer Mr. Argyris Athanasiadis, who 

was distinguished in the “Students’ Projects” category.

T

Alpha Bank supports the International Balkan Olympiad in Informatics 2019

       lpha Bank supports the International Balkan Olympiad in Informatics, organised by the Greek Computer Society (GCS).

The event is open to National IT Teams composed of Secondary Education students who have successfully completed all 

phases of the respective national competitions.

A
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Giorgos Chouliaras
Relief, 1999

Agias Paraskevis Square Branch (436)
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It is a clearly abstract composition, composed of four irregularly shaped individual pieces. The low and high relief 

elements follow one another in rhythmical succession and bring a dynamic pulse to the large surface. The strong 

chromaticity of the metal, in cold blue as well as in warm earthen hues, intensifies purposefully the expressionistic 

character of the entire work. 

The work is representative of the mature artistic output of Chouliaras, who, after a purely anthropocentric period 

influenced by Greek folk art and ancient sculpture, turns resolutely to biomorphic and geometric types, also making use 

of new, novel materials such as iron, glass, aluminium and bronze. This transition is not unrelated to the artist’s 

ever- increasing interest for creating works in public spaces. In other words, his works, such as the one in the Bank’s Collection, 

become more closely connected to the architectural environment and are successfully integrated in the design of buildings.

Giorgos Chouliaras
Relief, 1999
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Giorgos Chouliaras’ work at the Tripolis Branch, where it was remained
from 22 - 23.1.1999 until December 2014.
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GIORGOS CHOULIARAS
(Ioannina, 1947)

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

      e studied sculpture at the Athens School of Fine arts (1965-1970) under Giannis Pappas. Under a domestic 

scholarship from the State Scholarships Foundation (1972-1974), he studied Greek art. He continued his 

studies in England (sculpture and ceramics at West Surrey College of Art, 1974-1975) and then in Paris 

(1975-1977), where he attended the sculpture studio of César at the École des Beaux Arts and studied ceramics 

at the École Supérieure des Arts et Métiers. He has presented his work in many solo and group exhibitions in 

Greece and abroad.

From 2001 to 2014, he was Professor of Sculpture at the Athens School of Fine Arts, also serving as the School’s 

Vice Rector from 2003 to 2006. 

H
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Frame at the Samos Branch (602)

      ncaeus the Cephalonian, who had participated in the Argonautic Expedition, is said to be the mythical founder of Samos. 

      The island’s first inhabitants were the Ionians. The geographical position of the island was instrumental in its naval, commercial 

and financial growth. Around 600 BC, Samos founded colonies in Thrace, Cilicia and Amorgos, also participating in the colonisation 

of Naucratis. Of note is the tyrant Polykrates, who lived after the mid-6th century BC and under whose rule Samos reached its 

peak. The Temple of Hera (“Heraion”) and the Eupalinian Aqueduct date to the 6th century BC. After his death, Samos came 

under the dominion of the Persians and subsequently became part of the First Athenian League. In 365 BC, it was conquered 

by the Athenian general Timotheos, who expelled a part of the population and replaced them with 2,000 Athenian settlers 

(“cleruchs”). In 322/1 BC, with the help of the Spartans, the exiled Samians returned to the island.

During the mid-6th century BC, Samos began its coinage, which continued uninterrupted until the 2nd century BC. One of the 

most beautiful issues of Samos is the silver tetradrachm, featuring a lion’s head facing on the obverse side and the forepart 

of a bull on the reverse, dated to the 4th century BC.

A

Prefecture of Samos
Samos
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Ioannis G. Athinogenis
(1878-1953)

 Hellenic Literary and Historical Archive (ELIA)
Photographic Archive of the Skouloudis-Athinogenis family

Member of the Board of Directors of the Commercial Bank of Greece from 1908 to 1945 and Chairman of the Bank 
from 1927 to 1928.

Born in 1878 in Constantinople, he was the son of banker Georgios Athinogenis and Maria Skouloudi, sister of Stefanos Skouloudis, 
one of the major capitalists of the Greek Diaspora of his time, who later turned to politics and served as Prime Minister of Greece 
from 1915 to 1916.  
  
In 1881, the family of Ioannis Athinogenis moved to Athens, as his father assumed the management of the Bank of Constantinople 
branch established in the Greek capital. Upon graduating from high school, in 1894, he enrolled in the Law School of the University 
of Athens. Two years later, he interrupted his attendance in order to move to Paris and continue his legal studies there. In 1899 he 
obtained his degree, remaining in close contact with the Greek students in Paris for the rest of his life and serving as President of 
the Association of Greek Students in Paris for many years.  

Upon returning to Greece in 1899, he worked initially in the banking firm that his father had established in Athens in 1893, 
immediately after the bankruptcy of the Bank of Constantinople. He remained in this position until 1908, the year of his father’s 
death and the year in which the banking firm was probably closed down. During the same period, he married Aikaterini 
Kanakari-Roufou, with whom he had two children. 
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During all these years, the relationship of Ioannis Athinogenis and his brother with their uncle, Stefanos Skouloudis, grew to be 
significant. With his death, the two brothers became heirs to their uncle and executors of his will.  

In 1908, Ioannis Athinogenis was elected Member of the Board of Directors of the Commercial Bank of Greece and in 1909, 
Board Member of the Company for the Control of Revenues Assigned to the Service of the Hellenic Public Debt.

In 1910, he turned to politics and, in the general elections of August 1910, was elected MP for Laconia with the New Party under 
the leadership of Georgios Theotokis. In 1915, under the Stefanos Skouloudis government, he was appointed Prefect of 
Thessaloniki, a position in which he remained until June 1917.
 
In 1914, he was elected Member of the Board of Directors of the Bank of Athens, a position in which he remained for one year. 
Two years later, he assumed the duties of Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Commercial Bank of Greece. In February
1921, in the midst of Greece’s military expedition to Asia Minor, Ioannis Athinogenis was appointed Special Envoy and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Inter-Allied Reparations Commission and to the Hague Conference. 

In 1927, he assumed the position of Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Commercial Bank. In September 1928, he 
resigned from the Bank's Chairmanship, to which Ioannis Drosopoulos was elected. Ioannis Athinogenis remained a Board 
Member until 1945, when he submitted his resignation.

He also served as President of the Association of Lacedaemonians in Attica and a Member of the Board of Directors of the Rizareios 
Ecclesiastical School. He passed away in Athens, in 1953.

Hellenic Literary and Historical Archive (ELIA)
Photographic Archive of the Skouloudis-Athinogenis family
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Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd
Cash Returns Programme CASHBACK 3%

  n June 2019, Alpha Bank Cyprus Ltd launched an advertising campaign for the Cash Returns Programme CASHBACK 3%, 

  which offers a 3% cashback on purchases made in any Supermarket throughout Cyprus.

In particular, all purchases in all Supermarkets in Cyprus made using the Alpha Bank Gold Visa, the Alpha Bank Silver Visa 

and the Alpha Bank CASHBACK Mastercard were rewarded with a 3% cash refund credited to the Customers’ cards.

The campaign ran on television, radio and the Internet.  

In order to watch the TV spot, click here.

GROUP COMPANIES



        n June 26, 2019, Alpha Bank Romania concluded successfully the listing on the Bucharest Stock Exchange of its 

        inaugural Euro 200 million covered bond issue, which was also the very first transaction of its kind in the Romanian 

financial and banking sector.

Alpha Bank Romania
Alpha Bank Romania listed on the Bucharest Stock Exchange

its first covered bond issue 
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Left to right: the Managing Partner of Clifford Chance Badea, 
Mr. Daniel Badea, the Executive Vice President - Wholesale 
of Alpha Bank Romania Periklis Voulgaris and the Executive 
President of Alpha Bank Romania Sergiu Oprescu.
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The bond has a five-year maturity and pays a floating rate coupon, is backed by prime residential mortgages in the Romanian 

market and has been rated Baa2 by Moody’s. The transaction attracted strong investor interest from both local and 

international institutional investors, including the International Financial Corporation (IFC) and the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development (EBRD).

The Executive President of Alpha Bank Romania Sergiu Oprescu, stated the following: “We are opening a new chapter 

in the history of the local financial and banking market, by listing the first covered bond issue to the Bucharest Stock 

Exchange. It is an important development, as Romania is thus joining the countries with an active market for covered bonds, 

which are modern financing instruments that will contribute to the development of financial institutions and the capital 

market.”

The project is carried out in collaboration with Barclays Bank PLC acting as Arranger and Lead Manager, with Alpha Finance 

Romania as Co-Manager, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) as Asset Monitor, Allen & Overy London and RTPR Allen & Overy 

as Arranger’s Counsels, and Clifford Chance Badea and Clifford Chance London as Issuer’s Counsels.

The bond is currently listed on the Luxembourg and Bucharest Stock Exchanges.

Covered bonds are a common financing solution in international financial markets, through which the issuing bank seeks 

to diversify its funding sources and lower the average funding cost by raising new funds for the development and expansion 

of its activities. Europe has a tradition of over 150 years in this area, with the European market covering 83% of the covered 

bonds issued globally, with the volume of issued covered bonds standing at about Euro 2 trillion. In the last five years alone, 

covered bond issues in the EU stood at a total of approximately Euro 400 billion. At EU level, nearly 27% of mortgages 

granted by financial institutions are funded by covered bonds, a solution used widely by all European banks.

GROUP COMPANIES



       s part of the celebrations for the 25th anniversary of its presence in Romania, Alpha Bank Romania launched an 

       advertising campaign with the key communication message: “The best companion for your Journey”.

The campaign portrays life as a journey and describes the importance of those alongside us during this journey. Alpha Bank 

Romania stands by its Customers, offering its constant support for all the milestones in their life’s journey. 

The campaign was launched in June on radio, television and the Internet, in the Press and in mobile communication channels.

In order to watch the TV spot, click here.

Alpha Bank Romania
This year, Alpha Bank Romania celebrates 25 years of presence in Romania
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Alpha Bank Albania SHA
American Express® cards summer offer

       lpha Bank Albania SHA launched an advertising campaign for the 10% cashback summer offer which applies to 

       payments made using American Express in 105 selected hotels as well as for purchases at Kastrati, the country’s 

biggest chain of petrol stations and a Bonus Programme merchant.

GROUP COMPANIES
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Alpha Bank Albania SHA
Internship Programme for Students

       he Bank has signed an agreement with the Albanian Ministry of Education for offering an Internship Programme for 

       interested students from all over the country. 

Under this Programme, five students had the opportunity to work in various Divisions and Departments of the Bank for 

a period of three months, thus gaining hands-on experience in a real work environment. An event was also organised for 

presenting Attendance Certificates to the students who participated in the Programme.

Τ
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Mazi
We wish you a happy Summer!
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